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What followed was like the twinkling of an eye. Down came the giant trunk with awful force upon the lion’s back, 
Then followed the huge feet. Such tremendous weight could not but crush anything, and the 
lion was fairly battered and bruised into a limp mass, 
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In the Black Zone: 


OR, 


FRANK READE JR’S QUEST FOR THE 


MOUNTAIN 


OF IVORY. 


The Story of an Unknown Land. 


By 


“¢ NONA MB,” 


Author of ‘‘The Weird Island,” ‘‘The Transient Lake,” ‘‘ The Lost Caravan,” ‘*The Sunken Isthmus,” ete,, ete, 


CHAPTER I. 
THE EXPLORER’S STORY. 


‘“STANLEY SEARS, 
‘*Conco FREE STATE, AFRICA.” 


Tus the card read which Barney O’Shea had placed in his hand by 
a tall, powerful-built man of past thirty, with a bronzed complexion, 
and eyes keen and penetrating as those of a Hawkshaw. 

The Celt glanced shrewdly at the visitor, and said: 

‘* Misther Frank Reade, Jr., gave orders, sor, that he was not to be 
Is it a bit important, sor?” 

‘¢It is very important, my man,” replied Stanley Sears, ‘all that J 
ask of you is to hand him the card. He will be satisfied the moment 
he sees it.” 


—. **T'Il do that, sor.” 


| " Barney closed the wicket gate and vanished. Sears awaited his re- 


turn. 


He had come to Readestown upon a very important mission, as we 


shall see, 


He had returned from ten years of thrilling experiences in the Black 
Zone of Africa. One day while sitting in the reading-room of the 
Waldorf, in New York, he had chanced to find a startling series of 
paragraphs in the newspaper. 

Thus they read: 


‘‘The latest from Readestown has it that Frank Reade, Jr., the 
young inventor, whose fame is world wide, has completed his new in 
vention, the Desert Schooner, and is soon to undertake a trip to some 
far part of the world. 

‘* People will await with interest the confirmation of this report, 
and also what will be the result. It is said that the Schooner excels 
If so, it must indeed be a triumph.” 

Sears read and reread this item, which was of more than ordinary 
interest to him. 

Then he muttered: 

‘«That must be the Frank Reade, Jr., I heard of once on the upper 
Nile. If so, and his invention is what I hear it is, he is just the man 
I want. Readestown is his home, eh? I wonder where that can be?’ 

He made inguiry, and very quickly learned where Readestown was. 
That settled it. 

The next train took him to the inventor’s home. Deep down among 
_ the hills was the smart little town. 

He presented himself at the gate of the Reade Machine Works, and 


- gave Barney his card as we have seen. 
Frank Reade, Jr., was busy in the great draughting room, where he 


made the plans of all his machines. As Barney erate heigoked up 


‘*T thought I told you that I was busy, Barney?” he began. 

‘‘ Shure, sor, an’ ye did,” replied the Celt, ‘* but here’s a gentleman 
says that as soon as ye see his card, ye’ll | drop iverything to see him.” 

ae must be a mighty digoitary then,” said Frank, sharply; ‘ the 
curd!” 

He glanced atitand gaveastart. Then he ces his brows re- 
flectively a moment. 


‘* Stanley Sears! That must be the fellow I héard” so much about in. 
Central Africa, It may be—that is—” he dropped his pencil, ‘‘show 
him in, Barney!” he said, ‘*] will see him!” . 

The Celt ducked his head and vanished. Ina few moments he was 
at the wicket gate. 


‘*Misther Frank will see yez, sor,” he cried, ‘‘ plaze to walk in!” 

The visitor’s face lit up with pleasure and satisfaction. 

‘¢ 1 knew that he would not refnse,” he declared. ‘‘I hope to en- 
list his interest and sympathies further.” 

He followed Barney’s lead, and in a few moments was in the 
draughting room and face to face with Frank Reade, Jr. . 

The young inventor arose and faced his visitor. They gazed into 
each others eyes, and from that moment were warm friends. 

“Mr. Reade?” ; 

‘¢ Yes, sir.” 

‘*] am glad to have the honor. You saw my card?” 

‘*] did, Mr. Sears. Pray have a seat.” e 

‘¢ You are not altogether a stranger to me, Mr. Reade. Some years 
ago on the upper Nile I heard of you!” 

‘* Exactly, and I heard of you in the same way.” 

‘¢ Then we ought to feel well acquainted.” 

‘* You are right.” 


‘* T will make my business brief. I canre to see you upon quite an 
important matter, I understand that you have built a machine called 
the Desert Schouner, aboard which a man Can travel in the most dan- 
gerous cf regions with comparative safety.” : 

“That is true!” replied Frank. ‘“ The Schooner was designed for 
that very purpose.” | 

“« And also that you meditate a trip to some far part of the world?” . 

‘* That is also true!” NY 

‘* The object of such a trip is mainly to seek wild adventure and 
exploration. Am I right?” 

** You are!” 


‘‘ Very good,” said Sears, drawing a deep breath. 
know that exploration is the one aim of my life.. I live for it and 
nothing else.” , 

‘*T have understood that.” 


' 
; 


‘‘ This brings us down to the point. I will be brief. During bia ox: ea 


plorations 1 in Africa I coaenpe of a very wonderful Fegion somewhere a)! 
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along the equator. It is a region hemmed in by high mountains and 
known as the valley of the Giant Elephant Hunters. 

‘* No white man has ever been able to penetrate this region, Liv- 
ingston, Speke and other great explorers have attempted it many 
times and failed. Noman can get beyond that black barrier. The 
giants are fierce and warlike and not to be pacified. 

‘* The only way to invade that region is to go invested with a coat 
of mail or such means of offense and defense as will make life safe, 
Now it is the crowning desire of my life to explore that region. Its 
most notable feature report has it, is the wonderful mountain of ivory. 

‘* For centuries these giant blacks and their ancestors have been en 
gaged in elephant hunting. With the ivory they have constructed a 
mountain suid to be fully a thousand feet high. The wealth of the 
ivory mountain can hardly be computed, It would enrich a regiment. 
This is the story. Now for my errand. With your co-operation on 
board your wonderful Desert Schooner, I believe that we could safely 
invade and conquer that region. 

‘The benefits to be derived can hardly be computed. We need 
have no compunctions on the score that we are conquerors, for the 
giant blacks are a menace to the entire regicn abcut, and to make 
war upon them is legitimate and pruper!” 

Sears paused and regarded Frank attentively fora moment. Frank 
was silent for a spell. 

Then he reached up and took down a chart from a shelf near. 

‘* Let me see,” he said, ‘‘ that ivory mountain should be about 
here!” he placed his finger on the map. _¢ 

‘¢ A little more to Lhe east,” replied Sears. 

‘¢The nesrest point to start from then would be Libreville in the 
French Congo region?” 

“‘T think so!” 

Frank closed the chart book and consulted a notebook. After some 
while he ventured to remark: 

«* Your plan is to strike in among the elephant hunters as a con- 
queror.” 

‘© Yes!” 

** Would not pacific means be best?” 

‘* Assuredly, if they would work. But these savages are not to be 
dealt with in that manner. They are the worst class of natives in 
the dark continent.” 

‘¢ 7] am interested in your project,” declared Frank, candidly, - 

‘¢ Good!” exclaimed Sears, joyfully. 

‘‘ In fact, | may say that it presents just the enterprise I have been 
looking for. The Schooner is equipped for just such work.” 

‘¢ Nothing could be better.” 

‘‘ Before we go further, however, let us discuss all the ,pros and 
cons and sift matters thoroughly.” 

‘*T agree to that!” 

As it might be wearisome to the reader, we will not dwell upon the 
conversation which followed. For full two hours the two men de- 
bated the project. 

By that time each thoroughly understood the other, and the mat- 
ter was adjusted. 

Frank touched a bell. 

In an instant a comical negro appeared from some un SoWn re- 

ion. 
er Pomp!” said Frank, sharply. 

** Yas, gah!” 

-** You are to find Barney, and acquaint him with the fact that 
we are to start for the west coast of Africa within the week.” 

The coon’s eyes rolled. 

For Africky, sah?” 

** Yes,” 

“ A’right, sah!” 

‘* Be sure to have all in readiness aboard the Schooner for the 
start, and be ready yourselves. You understand?” 

“ey does, sah.” 

«You may go.” 

The coon disappeared, Then Stanley Sears gripped Frark’s hand. 

** Here’s success to our project!” he cried. ‘ We shall win great 
ends! You are a man after my heart, Mr. Reade!” 

Frank laughed at this, and said: 

‘* Time will tell. Beon hand by Thursday, sure!” 

‘©T will.” 

‘A few moments later Sears was gone, 
triougly storing away his papers. 
now. 

There came a light tap on the door. 

** Come in!’ 

It opened, and on the threshold, timidly stood Barney the Irishman, 
and Pomp the negro. They stood there, respectfully ducking and bow- 


Then Frank began indus- 
There was work ahead for him 


S- 

‘* Well,” said Frank, brusquely, ‘‘ what is it, you fat rascals?” 

‘* Share, sor, is it thrue that we be goin’ to ‘Afriky?” asked Barney. 

‘* Yes,” "replied Frank. ‘‘I want you to have the Schooner ready at 
the earliest possible day.” 

‘* Whurroo!” shouted Barney, and turned a handspring. 

‘* Ki yil’ screamed Pomp, with a double shuffle, and away they 
scampered, full of delight at the prospect. 
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CHAPTER IL. 
IN CENTRAL AFRICA, 


For the reader’s better comprehension let us take a brief look at the 
Desert Schooner, 

Frank's latest invention was truly his most wonderful. 

It was his first purpose to construct a vehicle which should not be 
cumbersome, and yet be roomy and strong and capable of traveling 
at fair speed over rough ground. 

It should also be Bullet proof and provided with: means of defense, 
for in strange lands and wild countries there was no telling what 
perils they might encounter. 

So he selected thin but toughened steel for the framework and body 
of the Schooner. The dimensions were some forty feet in length by 
eight in width, This made the vehicle so roomy that it could be di- 
vided into various convenient compartments, 

Frank took slightly as a mode! the old-fashioned prairie schooner, 
Bat, of course, the make up of the vehicle was essenticily different 

rom that famous though antiquated craft. 

The running work of the Schooner was a marvel. 

It was symmetrical, light and strong. The wheels were four in 
number and provided with rubber tires. 

The body which sat upon this running gear was of plates of steel 
and for a height of four feet was plain work. Then there rose a struc- 
ture barre] shaped of fine steel netting, which was bullet proof. 

The advantage of this was easily to be seen. The voyagers could 
look ip any direction and be always sure of light and air, and be thus 
doubly secure from sudden attack, 

Above the roof of netting was a narrow platform or deck, protected 
by a guard rail. Upon this platform was one of the most important 
adjuncts of the vehicle, 

This was the famous electric gun, the invention of Frank Reade, 
Jr., and probably the most deadly weapon Known, 

it was mounted upon aswivel, was long of barrel, 
light, one man being easily able to lift it 

But it was provided with pneumatic tubes and chambers which, 
operated by electricity, would enable it to throw a dynamite shell two 
miles with deadly results. 

Forward of this was a short deck leading to the pilot house, a round 
tower with plate glass windows, Upon it there was mounted a power- 
ful search light, 

There were windows and loop-holes for firing, in the sides of the 
schooner, Taken altogether it was well equipped for defense, 

The interior of the vehicle was furnished and fitted up in a luxurious 
fashion. No detail was omitted to make it a literal palace on wheels, 

There were stores and ammunition on board sufficient fora long 
trip. The electric engines were operated by dynamos and a system 
of storage batteries, the construction of which was one of Frank 
Reade, Jr r.’8 secrets. 

In the pilot house there was a key-board, where the operator could 
sit and direct the course and regulate the speed of the vehicle with 
the greatest ease, by simply pushing a button or pulling oper a lever. 

This constitutes a very meager and incomplete description of the 
Schooner. We will, however, leave the details to be woven in with 
the incidents as our story progresses. 

Frank Reade, Jr., was more than pleased with the plan proposed by 
Stanley Sears, The project seemed to promise just what he wanted— 
viz, excitement, peril, and an ullimate opject, which was tae capture 
of the Jvory Mountain. 

He could hardly wait for the day of departure to come. 

As it woald be necessary to have the machine transported across 
several thousand miles of salt water to the shore of Africa, Frank 
proceeded to make arrangements therefore, 

Fortunately he had a friend in New York who was a sea captain and 
the owner of a tramp steamer. This was the Sea Bird, and she was a 
Stanch vessel, 

Captain Wellman expressed himself as only too delighted to accept 
Frank’s terms and convey the Desert Schooner and party to the west 
coast of Africa; so the bargain was quickly made. 

The Schooner was packed in sections aboard the steamer, and all 
was in reatiiness for the start. 

Libreville, French Guiana, was the objective port. From there 
Frank reckoned on striking in a direct line through the Black Zone to 
the region of the Mountain of Ivory. 

Stanley Sears joined the party in New York fully equipped for the 
tour. He was in the highest of spirits. 

So it happened that one day the Sea Bird stood out past Sandy Hook 
headed for the Azores, that being the most direct course for their ob- 
jective point, The great project was begun. 

Now with the reader’s kind permission we will change the scene to 
one of the wildest jungles in Central Africa. We will take a critical 
moment when a man, who is to figure as one of the foremost charac- 
ters of our story, was in the most deadly of. peril. 

He was at the moment crouching behind a pile of canes and,brakeg, 
with a finger upon the hammer of his rifle. Before him was a thrilling 
spectacle, 

For there in the center of the glade or clearing stood a monster 
specimen of the African lion. 

His eyes were wildly glaring, his mouth dripping with white froth, 
and bis tail was wildly lashed to and fro. 

It was evident that the animal was in a savage temper and likely to 


and extremely 


discover his human foe at any moment. The result of such a contin- 


gency can be easily imagined. 
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«¢ By Jove,” exclaimed Stanley Sears, for he it was, ‘‘this is a bad 
scrape. If I get out of it with a whole skin I shall be lucky.” 

He crouched still lower behind the canes and watched his foe with 

a deadly fascination. 
For a few moments the lion remained in his position furiously roar- 
ing until the ground fairly trembled. Then he suddenly ceased and 
swung about, drawn up to his fullest height. Such a sudden change 
of demeanor was a keen surprise to Sears. 

But the next moment he was able to gain an adequaie explanation 
of the affair. 

An intervention was at hand to save him from what might have 
been a fearful fate: Another combatant appeared on the scene. 

A huge black body came crashing through the brakes, It emerged 
into view, and stood revealed as a baby elephat. 

Sears was astonished. 

The little elephant paused at sight of the lion, and began to trum- 
pet fiercely. Then the king of beasts let forth an awful roar, and 
sprung for the little fellow. 

“That is too bad,” muttered Sears, bringing up his rifle. 
not fair play. I’ll give the lion another bullet,” 

But he did not fire. 

There was little need, for the baby elephant had a champion at 
hand. There was a furious roar, and out of the jungle there lunged 
the mother elephant, a monster of her species. 

Tne lion had sprung for the baby elephant’s head. Had he alighted 
there, it would have been serious for the baby. 

But the little fellow reeled back, and, wildly trumpeting, swung out 
of the lion’s reach, and the savage beast alighted directly in the path 
of the mother elephant. 

What followed was like the twinkling of au eye. 

Down came the giant trank with awful force upon the lion’s back. 
Then followed the huge feet. 

Such tremendous weight could not but crush anything, and the lion 
was fairly battered and bruised into a limp mass. 

Though he fought madly and brought great rivers of blood from the 
elephant’s sides. 

It was truly a battle royal. 

And Sears watched it with grim interest. 
He took care that the elephant did not spy him, for she was in 


‘Tt is 


. just the mood to attack anything or anybody. Though she had been 


his champion and had saved his life. 

So the explorer crept silently away into the jungle, congratulating 
himself upon his narrow escape. 

The rencontre with the lion was partly his own fault. He had left 
his friends aboard the Schooner for an hour’s diversion in the jungle 
in quest of pheasants. 

By chance he came upon the lion, and being at an available angle, 
conceived the hazardous plan of giving the monster a fatal shot. 

“If I can carry back his skin to the Schooner,” he reflected, ‘‘ they 
will think that I am quite a sportsman after all.” 

So he aimed for the lion’s heart; but jast as he pulled the trig- 
ger the animal moved. 

The bullet struck the lion, but not in a vital part. In a moment 
it came raving down into the jungle. 

“And as we have seen, the venturesome explorer had a tight 
squeak for his life. 

Through devious jungle paths Sears hastily made his way, until 
he came out upon a little stretch of intervale leading to a river. 

Here, upon a little rise of ground, was the Schooner. A fire 
burned in the grass near by, and Pomp was just roasting some 
pheasants and fish. 

Barney was cleaning his rifle, and Frank was in the pilot-house. As 
Sears came up, Pomp cried: 

‘** Jes’ wants one mo’ pheasant, sah. You’se jes’ come in time.” 

‘* Here they are!” cried Sears, drawing half a dozen from his hust- 
ing pouch. ‘* They are all cocks, too!” 

‘*Youse.am a berry fine hunter, sah!” declared Pomp. 
one ob dese birds am shot froo de head,” 

“‘That is proper,” declared Sears, ‘' Don’t spoil the meat, you 
know. But I eame near being game myself.” 

‘¢ How was that, sor?” asked Barney, with interest. 

And Sears told of his experience with the lion. At once Barney and 
Pomp were agog. 

** Golly!” cried the coon. ‘ Yo’ an’ I must go aftah some big game, 
Vish. It am a heap ob fun.” 

Nea I'll promise you plenty of excitement if you tree a lion,” laughed 
ars. 

Then the trio received an electrical shock. Something came whiz- 
zing through the air and whisked Barney’s hat off, slick and clean. 


‘* Ebery 





CHAPTER III, 
THE FEVER STORM. 


AN inch lower and the Celt’s skull would have been cracked. The 
aah a on the green sward, transfixed there by a keen-pointed 
avelin. 
What followed took far less time than to describe it. 
In that swift instant all three understood the situation, and they 
acted with thrilling rapidity. 
Had they not, their lives would have paid the forfeit. 
- For it needed no further hint to apprise them of the fact that there 
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were doubtless other javelins poised in dexterous hands in the jungle 
where that came from. 
Over the rail aboard the Schooner they went. 


But even then their escape was miraculous, for the javelins struck | 


all about them. 

Into the vehicle they rushed to meet Frank Reade, Jr., at the door 
of the pilot-house. He pressed a spring which instantly closed every 
door and window. 

‘‘We are attacked,” cried Sears, 
blacks!” 

‘You do?” exclaimed Frank in alarm; “ that. means a fight.” 

‘¢ Yes!” 

‘* Well, we ought to be good for them.” 

‘* Bejabers, an’ that we are,” cried Barney, grabbing his rifie; ‘* bad 
cess to the omadhouns if they thrubble us!” 7 

‘¢Golly, dat’s jes wha’I say,’? shouted Pomp, as he followed the 
Celt’s example. 

They sprang to the loopholes ready to open fire on the black foe. 
But to their surprise not one was in sight. 

That they were lurking in the jungle not one hundred yards away 
there was no doubt, however. It would not be safe to take any undue 
risk, 

‘*Be me sowl, I can’t see.wan av the rascals,” cried Barney; 
‘‘shure it’s a foine way they have av disappearin’.” 

‘* Golly, I’se jes’ a good mind to fiah into dat heap ob grass,” de- 
clared Pomp. 

‘* Pil go yez, naygur!” 

This settled the matter. 
without ellect. 

‘¢ They are wily fellows, aren’t they?” exclaimed Sears. 

Frank’s eyes twinklec. 

‘‘] know a way to start them out of there,” he said; ‘‘ and I havea 
great mind to use it.” 

Sears looked at him questioningly. 

‘* Ah!” be exclaimed. ‘* What is it?” 

‘«The electric gun.” ' 

‘*Begurra!” exclaimed Barney with wide open eyes. 
roight, sor!” 

‘Golly, I jes’ like to see dem git a taste ob dat!” declared Pojmp. 

‘*Try it!” said Sears with sparkling eyes, ‘* Will you not?” 

“ Tt.might make a fearful slaughter.” 

‘* Have no compunctions on that score. If there only was some way 
to wipe them out of existence it would be the best thing in the world. 
They are the most atrocious of cut-throats,” 

‘* Yet they are human beings,” said Frank, ‘‘and I shrink from it.” 

However, he climbed the little spiral stairway to the gun. Aftera- 

moment’s hesitation he decided to act. 
‘He drewaline upon ahummock justin the edge of the jungle. 
There might be blacks behind it and there might not. To tell the 
truth, he hoped there were not, as it was his desire to frighten rather 
than slaughter the barbarians, 

It was but a moment’s work to slip a shell into the breach of the 
gun. Then he carefully sighted it again. 

He pressed the electric button. 

There was a slight recoil, a hissing sound, and the shell strack the 
hummock full and fair. The effect was wonderful to see. 

There was a terrific roar, and up into the air rose a literal cloud of 
earth, stones, debris and grass. The cane growth for many yards 
about, was mowed away as if with a keen scythe. 

Black forms were momentarily seen flying into the darker depths of 
the jungle. 

It was plain that the shot had told, and they were greatly terrified. 
Sears was delighted. 

‘* Look at them run!” he cried. 
you’ve got the chance!” 

Frank acted upon impulse and complied. He thrust another shell 
into the breach, and threw it into the jungle. For a wide distance the 
cave was leveled. 

Whether any of the blacks fell a victim to this shot could not be 
told. There was no doubt now but that the vicinity was clear. 

Sears was hilarious. 

‘* By Jove!” he cried. ‘‘ You can’t beat that. I tell you that 
gun is big medicine, Frank. It can conquer Africa!” 
Frank smiled and closed the chamber of the gun. 
into the cabin and said: | 

‘‘T think it will be as well for us to change our quarters. You 


‘“‘T think they are the giant 


The two riflemen fired into the jungle but 


‘¢ Yez are 


‘¢ Give ’em another, Frank, while 


He descended 


think, do you, Sears, that those were the giant blacks of the Ivory © 


valley?” 

‘‘T know it!” replied the explorer. 
them.” 

‘‘Then we must be somewhere near the region they inhabit.” 

‘‘A few days journey ought to take us there!” declared Sears. 

‘‘Let us press forward then. Pomp, you may serve the dinner 
en route. It will do just as well.” 

‘“ A’right, sak!” 

The darky hastened away to obey this order. In a short while the 
meal was served steaming hot in the main compartment of the 
vehicle, 

Barney had been in the pilot-house directing the eourse of the ma- 
‘angle They were now traveling through an open part of the 
ungle. | 

Knives had been placed on the hubs and axles which eut the cane as 
the machine went on, clearing a wide and adequate path. : 
After the meal was over Pomp relieved Barney for a time. A few 
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bours later the jungle gave way to a broad level velt or plain close 
cropped by the buffalo. 

Over this the Schooner could bowl merrily. 
tance there was seen a mighty mountain chain. 

Their peaks seemed to reach up into the clouds. 
them a moment and said: 

‘* Beyond those mountains we shall find the land of the giant blacks. 
We ought to reach that region by to-morrow.” 

Frack studied the landscape, 

‘+ Yes!” he agreed, ‘‘ they are about seventy miles from here.” 

Barney, who was in the pilot-house, suddenly gave a sharp cry. 

‘¢ Wud yez cast yure eye to the north, Misther Frank? 
do yez call that?” 

Instantly Frank and Sears turned their gaze in that direction. A 
great cloud seemed to be rolling up from the horizon and momentarily 
increasing in volume. 

Its color was a dingy yellow or brown, and for a moment it puz- 
zled the voyagers. 

Then Sears gave an exclamation of dismuy. 

‘* Mercy on us,” he cried, ‘‘ that is the African fever storm or sir- 
occo. Put on speed, Barney; let us get to the hills before it will over- 
take us!” 

‘* That is impossible,” declared Frank; ‘‘ what did you call it, Mr. 
Sears?” 

‘¢ A fever storm!” 

«* What is that?” 

*‘Itis a great hot wave of wind and dust and blinding hot spray, 
which is breathed across the country, leaving pestilence in iis wake. It 
is followed by an intense humidity, which is ‘supposed to be the cause of 
various terrible malignant fevers which are cousegquent. The natives 
dread it as their worst affliction, and will, if possible, retire to caverns 
or wooded depths, until the entire effects of the fever breeder are 
gone. Very likely the wind picks up these germs from malarial spots, 
and disseminates them in the atmosphere,” 

‘*Indeed!” exclaimed Frank, with a shiver, ‘‘ it must be a deadly 
foe. The best thing we can do is to dodge it.” 

‘“‘Tf we can!” 

‘* We must keep the doors and windows tightly shut antil after it 
has passed,” 

‘¢ But—what shall we do for air?” asked Sears. 

‘¢T have provided for that. 
generator such as I use in my submarine boat. That will furnish 
plenty of air for the cabin.” 

‘* Good!” cried Sears, '* that may be the saving of our lives. We 
should be beyond the verge of the fever district by to-morrow.” - 

‘¢ That is true!” agreed Frank. ‘I can see that traveling in this 
Africar country is by no means unattended with great peril.” 

‘‘Humph! we have not begun to see them yet,” declared Sears. 
**You can bardly wonder that the ivory district has never been in- 
vaded before.” 

‘* Very true.” 

‘* You see it is almost impossible for a man on foot to escape the 
consequences of exposure to such a storm as that just coming down 
upon us. He would sicken and die. Whereas, aboard this vehicle we 
can meet it with impunity.” 

aa see the advantage,” declared Frank, 
of it.” 

Frank set the oxygen generator at work. He also took the pre- 
caution to place certain disinfectants at the doors and windows. 

The fever-storm was coming rapidly nearer. Its approach could be 
easily marked on the barometer, and the sky assumed a coppery hue. 

Then a hot, dry current of air swept Gown over the Schooner, It 
came in gusts, each fiercer and hotter than the other. 

Then a great cloud of choking, blinding dust began to sift across 
the plain, making the ground look white and dreary. 

Sears shivered and said: 

‘* That is what we are to fear. That awful dust. It penetrates 
everything, and carries death in its midst. To breathe that is akin to 
signing one’s death warrant.” 

‘* Mercy!” exclaimed Frank. 
they are overtaken by it?” 

‘* They do the best they can, I have seen them rush into the water 
ae hold their heads under the surface as long as they 
could.” 

The dust now came on in great blinding clouds, The humidity 
which accompanied the storm was frightful. 

Every one of the veyagers had stripped to the waist, and the per- 
Spiration rolled from them. The deadly fever storm could not reach 
them, but it could make itself felt. 

The air in the Schooner grew appallingly warm and close. Ordin- 
arily the first relief would be to throw open a window, 

But this could not be done now. The voyagers sweltered and per- 
spired in a most uncomfortable position. 


Far away in the dis- 


Sears studied 


** but we must make use 


‘¢ What can the poor blacks do when 


CHAPTER IV. 
THE MOUNTAIN HOUT. 


For two hours the white dust went sifting by. 
began to abate its force. 

The voyagers had stood the ordeal very well, considering every- 
thing, They did not venture to open a door or window until -well 
assured that the storm had passed. 


Then the sirocco 
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Then they emerged on deck with a sensation of relief, 
sky was clear overhead and the air was clear and bright. 

Far to the southward, the receding fever storm was seen. 
agers Crew a breath of. relief. 

‘‘ I’m glad we did not encounter that under other circumstances,” 
said Sears, ‘‘ there is only one other storm that can at all compare 
Wilh it, and that is the pitiless sand-storm of the Sahara.” 

“3 x have heard of that,” agreed Frank, ‘‘it is the real sirocco.” 

es es 


Our voy- 


The Schooner was now driven forward at full speed, But now night — 


came OD once more and it was deemed safer to abandon traveling 
after dark, 

So the Schooner’ran into a little covert among a collection of bowl- 
ders and tne search-light was turned on. Barney was left on guard, 
and the others turned in. 


They were right glad to get the sleep also, and none of them awoke 


until an early morning hour. 

Then uw nearer view of the mountains could be had and they knew 
that they were now nearing the valley of ivory. Of course this in- 
creased the interest of all. 

And as they drew nearer, they could see that this was in appear- 
ance what popular repute had made it, a land of mystery. 

Great dark peaks overhung mighty ‘chasms and deep abysses. The 
rocks assumed grotesque shapes and forms and added to the general 
uncanny aspec.. 

It was not to be wondered at that the various native tribes and 
the white explorers as well should yield to a superstitious sense, 
knowing that these wilds were the home of fierce giant blacks, per- 
haps the only race of giants in existence. 

lt was safe to say that few ventured to invade those hills with their 
black fastnesses. . Fear most wholesome kept them from it, 

But our voyagers felt secure aboard the Schooner. They knew that. 
they possessed tremendous advantage over any foe which might see 
fit to attack them. 

So they approached the forbidding mountains without the least thrill 
of fear or caution. 

Frank and Sears were in the pilot house all the while, 

Gradually they drew nearer the heights, The land began to rise 
now in successive table-lands or shelf form. Soon the plain they had 
crossed lay below them. 

A great distance to the southward there was an immense body of 
water, doubtless one of the great chain of lakes in Central Africa. 

An unbounded view was now to be had. 

How to pass beyond the great mountain chain became now the 
problem. 

‘‘ It is imposaible to go over those heights,” declared Frank, ‘* We 
must find a pass somewhere,” / 

‘‘T am afraid that will be difficult, judging from the outlook,” de- 
clared Sears. 
in those solid mountain walls.” 

** Well, I must agree with you,” said Frank; 
course. ‘A pass we must find.” 

So the machine continued to move slowly along the base of the 
mountain range. 

The voyagers scanned the rocky steeps closely. 

And as they were thus engaged Pomp suddenly cried: 

‘« Golly, Marse Frank, does yo’ see anyfing up dere?” 

‘* What is it, Pomp?” asked Frank, in surprise. 

‘¢ Fo’ de lan’ ob goodness, I done fink it am a house, sah.” 

‘¢ A house!” exclaimed Sears. ‘‘ By Jove, Frank, 

sort of a curious habitation far up there among the rocks.” 

Frank at this instant also caught sight of the house, as Pomp had 
called it. It was of the character of a lean-to, and was evidently con- 
structed of bamboo poles and grasses, 

Many such huts were to be seen on the low land and in the jungles; 


but it was very strange to find such a habitation in the mountain 


heights. 

The materials of which it was constructed, must necessarily have 
been carried there at great expense of effort. Here was a mystery on 
the start. 

The voyagers studied the hut curiously. 
ble sign of human life about it. 

If it was occupied, no sign of its tenant was visible. Was he one 
of the giant blacks, or some venturesome hunter from the low lands? 

This was a question which the voyagers were not at the moment 
able to answer. They studied the bamboo hut a long while. 

Tien Sears asked: 

‘* What do you think of it, Frank?” 

‘*Tt beats me!” 

‘*Shall we go on?” 

“Not until we kave solved that mystery. 
cupies that dwelling, and I mean to do so.” 

‘‘ Good; how shall we do it?” 

The young inventor was thoughtful a moment. He finally replied: 

‘¢ There is but one way, and that is to pay the place a visit.” 

‘‘]’m with you!” declared Sears, picking up his rifle. ‘‘ Shall we 
start now?” 

Barney’s eyes stuck out like moons, 

“Shure, Misther Frank!” he cried. ‘‘ Yez’ll niver do that,, They'll 
he afther seeing yez afore yez kin get half way up there!” 


As yet there was no visi- 


I want to know who oc- 


‘‘There is no other way!” declared Frank, ‘the Schooner cannot — 


get up there.” 


‘‘ That is true,” agreed Sears. ‘‘ We must take some risk. I believe 


we shall be safe by keeping in the cover of rocks and trees,” 
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_ So it was decided to risk paying a visit to the hut. The Schooner 
drew close to the mountain wall, and the electric gun was trained 
upon the hut. 

_ Frank’s orders were: 


“« Barney, keep your eye on that hut. If you hear us fire or know 


; rs: é that we are in trouble, send a shell into it.” 
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skin suggested a couch in one corner. 


gare. 


' * All roight, sor!” agreed the Celt, as he took his position. 

Equipped with their rifles and pleaty of ammunition, Frank and 
‘hey disappeared among some cedars and 
began scaling tho mountain side. 

Neither spoke as they climbed on, for they realized the value of si- 
But Frank was doing a heap of thinking. 

Both were on the alert. 

‘Up and still up they climbed. Thus far there had occurred nothing 
Lo show that the hat was occupied or that there were any blacks in 
the vicinity. 

Up they climbed and soon clambered over the ledge which brought 
them in full view of the hut. It was not fifty yards distant. 

And not ten yards from them both saw a beaten path leading up to 


" a” it. This was evidence that the hut was visited if not occupied. 


‘* Well, I’m beat!” exclaimed Sears, ‘‘ the people must be away, 
Frank.” 

‘* They don’t seem to be about!” 

Then the two voyagers looked at each other. It was to each a ques- 
tion of possible safety whether it would be best to enter the hut. 

Finally Frank raised the hammer of his rifle. 

‘* We have come too far to turn back, Sears,” he said. 

* Right!” 

So together they slowly approached the hut. 
entrance they went. 

It was indeed a venturesome thing, for, for ought they knew, a 
deadly foe might lurk within and strike them a blow when they least 
expected it. 

Frank led the way into the hut. 
gloom they noted one fact, 

It was empty. 

The occupants, whoever they were, had absented themselves very 
recently, for in a heap of ashes in the center of the earthen floor a few 
embers yet smouldered. 

The interior of the hut was squalid and dirty. A patched tiger 
There were some earthen 
vessels of rude manufac.iure and some dried rhinoceros meat hanging 
from a pole. 

In fact, the place was a typical black’s habitation. 

But where were the blacks? 

A surprise was in store for the explorers. 
place critically and then at each other. 

“Tt’s queer enough!” exclaimed Sears, 
these chaps are?” 

‘They may return at any moment. 
tion of the elephant hunters?” 

‘* No, sir!” replied Sears, emphatically. 

** What then?’ 

‘This is the nbode of the common negro of the jungle class; 
bat how he came to build it away up here in this place, and so near 
an enpemy’s country, is a mystery.” 

‘* Perhaps it can be easily explained,” said Frank. 

“ How?’ 

‘* These hills may not be the ivory hills after all. 
upon the wrong track.” 

ne a moment Sears was staggered. But ho shook his head dog- 
8 


45 


Straight up to the 


As their gaze became used to the 


They looked about the 
‘* Where do you suppose 


Do you fancy this is a habita- 


We may be 


y. 

No,”’ he said; ‘these are the hills we are in quest of, I am 
We sball find the giant valley over there, have po fear.” 
Before either could speak again a startling thing happened. A 

sound came from outside which for an instant chilled their blood, 

It was a chorus of hoarse, cackling laughs. In an instant they 
leaped out of the hut. 

A most astounding spectacle was presented to them. About the 
clearing there were thronged a legion of the strangest men they bad 
ever seen. P 

They were black and half naked, with rude javelins ard shields. But 
they were dwarfs in size. 

Pigmies, they were literally. and for a moment the two explorers 
gazed at them dumfounded. Escape was out of the question, for fully 
ol seohghay of the fierce little blacks surrounded them with javelins 

sed. 
Phe The dwarfs!” finally gasped Sears. ‘* Well, here is a go, Frank. 
We are in a bad scrape now.” 

‘¢ Dwarfa!” exclaimed Frank. 
regions were giants,” 

Y . And so did 1,” declared Sears, ‘‘ but it seems there was a mis- 

a e, 

‘* What are we going to do?” 

' ** Heaven knows! In all Africa no race is more savage and merci- 
ess than the dwarfs.” 

The dwarf blacks had begun to close in about the twe men in a 
fierce and threatening manner. The situation was a terrible oue. 


wh thought the natives of these 


CHAPTER V. 
MAKING TERMS. 


Worops fail to express the sensations of Sears and Frank Reade, Jr., 
at that moment. The situation was a desperate one. 

What was to be done? 

This was the question. 

They might shoot down a fewjof the diminutive blacks, but that 
would only seal their own fate. Frank adopted what he believed was 
Lhe most safe and wisest move, 

‘* Put down your gun, Sears,” he said. 
them.” 

** All right!” 

Each dropped his gun, and they held up their hands in token of 
amity. For a moment the dwarfs paused. Then their chief came 
forward. 

He made some strange, piping talk, and the dwarfs fell back. He 
was an odd-looking little chap with a projecting stomach like that of 
@ veritable alderman. 

He stood before the two white men a moment regarding them criti-. 
cally. Then he uttered a few unintelligible words. 

Sears, who had more experience with blacks than Frank, undertook 
to make answer. He could only do this with signs. 

The little dwarf entered into the spirit of the thing for a time, and 
with such success that Sears presently whispered to Frank: | 

‘* These dwarfs own this whole region. As near aa I ean learn they 
live in a huge cave in these hills, and they are deadly foes of the ele- 
phant hunters,” 

“ Godt” cried Frank, ‘‘so also are we. Did you eonvey that to 
him? 

““T did!” 

‘*Then why can we not make friends with these little dwarfs. Their 
co-operation will be of value to us!” 

‘« We will try it!” 

Sears continued his sign talk. It had a marvelous effect. The 
explorer led them to the verge of the cliff and showed them the 
Schooner far below. 

This had a curious effect. They at once went tearing down the 
mountain side and surrounded the machine. Frank and Sears were 
dragged with them. 

Barney and Pomp on board the Schooner were intensely alarmed. 
But they kept cool and steady. Barney shouted from the pilot 
house to Frank: 

‘*Phwat shall we do, Misther Frank?’ 

‘* Keep perfectly cool,” replied the young inventor; ‘‘ don’t open the 
doors or windows!” 

‘* All roight, sor!” 

The legion of dwarfs surrounding the machine were not satisfied, but 
actually climbed over ihe rail of the Schooner and onio the deck, but 
the windows and doors resisted their best efforts. 

And Barney devised a simple scheme to get rid of them. 

He connected the steel outer shell of the machine with the dynamos 
by means of a small wire. Then he turned on a light current. 

It stung the hande and feet of the blacks, so that they were glad to 
hop to the gruund in lively order. This puzzled them greatly. 

Meanwhile, Sears was every moment winning the confidence of the 
old chief. In a short while the cool explorer was able to actually de- 
coy him on board the Schooner. | 

This tickled his vanity greatly, and he was completely won oyer 
with a few handsome gifts. This settled matters at once. 

The dwarfs from that moment were fast friends of the voyagers. 
Frank was oply too glad to make an alliance with them, 

Then it was learned that the elephant hunters were forty miles dis- 
tant in the heart of the mountains. They were constantly at war with 
the dwarfs, 

Physically they were much superior, but the dwarfs were more strat- 
egic and held their would-be destroyers at bay. 

Also they were possessed of a stronghold which the giants were lit- 
erally unable to assail. The ertrance to it was not one hundred 
yards from the decoy hat. - ’ 

It consisted of a very narrow pass of tortuous winding shape, and 
which emerged into a mighty tract of rich land lying right on the 
mountain tops and accessible only by this narrow pass. 

A dozen men at the mouth of this pass could hold a thousand at 
bay, hence the advantage could be readily seen. 

From time immemorial the giant blacks had endeavored to de- 
stroy the dwarfs, but they had always got the worst of the conflict, 

Buludayo, the chief of the dwarfs, took Frank and Sears through 
the puss and showed them the mountain home of the dwartfs, 

They dwelt in caves and chambers in the solid rock, but they kept 
cattle and fowls in the fertile section of land which lay between the 
mountain walla. 

It was a strange home—far above the level of the sea—and our 
explorers were deeply impressed with it. The women and ecnildren 
were in large numbers, and Sears reckoned that there must be fully 
six thousand souls among tliese mountain dwarfs, 

In most-things they were utterly unlike the forest dwarfs described 
by Livingston and Stanley, and which are but a trifle removed from 
the savage habits of the gorilla. 

An alliance was at once made with the dwarfs, 

Buludayo, the chief, gave much valuable information avout the ele- 
phant hunters or black giants. 

His description of them was terrifying indeed, 

There was no cruelty of which they were not capable. They were 
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more savage than the beasts, more vindictive than the deadly bush 
gnake. 

Nothing would evidently please the dwarfs more than to inflict a 
crushing defeat upon tho elephant hunters, 

They confirmed the story of the mountain, of ivory, and also told of 
a rich gold mine in those parts where the black giants beat out arma- 
ments and weapons ofthe pure metal. . 

This was enuugh io at once whet the interest and curiosity of the 
voyagers. | ; 

They could hardly wait to make a start for the giants’ home, Bul- 
udayo, the dwarf chief, entered into the spirit of the enterprise with 
avidity. 

It ou planned that the dwarfs were to proceed by the most direct 
route to the northern entrance to the Black Valley. The Schooner 
was to approach from the south. 

Here there was a pass which must be forced, and which doubtless 
could easily be carried with the aid of the electric gun. 

While the machine was entering tue valley from the south, the 
dwarfs could be fighting their way in at the north, 

Forced to defend both entrances to their stronghold, the giants 
would be compelled to divide their forces, This would be a great 
advantage gained by the attacking party. 

It ought to result in the defeat of the giants and the conquest 
of the Black Valley. 

The dwarfs were quickly armed and equipped for the expedition. 
But nightfall being at hand, it was decided to wait for anovher day. 

The distance over the mountains to the stronghold of the ele- 
phant bunters was full forty miles. It would take fully two days’ 
hard traveling to cuver that distance, for the region was wild. 

That night the dwarfs had decided to hold a war feast, and that 
the white men might enjoy it, they had selected the tableland be- 
Jow as the place to hold it. 

‘‘ Begorra, naygur,” cried Barney, thumping Pomp on the shoulder, 
‘*here’s yer chance to have a go wid some av thim foine black ladies. 
Shure, it ain’t ivery day a man kin be dancin’ wid his own people in 
his native land.” - 

‘‘ Huh!” sniffed Pomp, ‘ dey ain’ no relashuns of mine. 
Caliny darky, I is!” 

Barney roared at this. 

‘* Oh, go on wid yez!” he cried, ‘it’s a poor man as will go back on 
his native soil. Shure, yer ancisters cum from this very counthry!” 

** Dat ain’ nuffin’ to me!” replied Pomp, obdurately. ‘* Ain’ ’bliged 
to ’sociate wif dat trash out dar!” 

If there was one thing Barney delighted in it was hectaring Pomp. 
And we might say vice-versa. 

But the darky was not in the pleasantest sort of a mood, so he 
snapped the Celt up. 

‘¢ Look yere, yo’ big stuff ob an l’ishman!” he cried, angrily. ‘‘ Yo’ 
ain’ got one lily bit ob sense, yo’ ain’L.” 

‘¢Ho-ho! Yez are afther gittin’ excited,” roared Barney, ‘‘ don’t 
keer aboat mixin’ wid yer relashuns, eh? Got pooty high toned, ain’s 
yez, naygur?” 

This was too much for Pomp. 

‘¢ Lor’s a massy!” he yelled, lowering his head like a mad bull, “ I’se 
jes’ gwine ic gib yo’ pay fo’ dat, yo’ sassy I’ishman! Huh dar!” 

And straight at Barney he rushed. The Celt dodged, 

It was lucky for him. 

If the darky bad come into contact with him then, it would have 
given his nervons system a serious strain. But he didn’t. 

Instead, Pomp’s head struck full force against the door-post of the 
pilot-house. The crack would have killed a white man. 

But it did not even stun the coon. He drew back, shivered once, 
and then made another rush. | | 

This time Barney was not quick enough, but he grappled with the 
coon and both went down, 

Then followed the liveliest kind of a scrap. Neither seemed to have 
the advantage for a long time. 

They rolled over and over, and panted and struggled and tugged for 
the mastery. . 

Not until both were so extremely exhausted that they could exert 
themselves no more did they desist. 

Then Sears chanced to come in upon them. 
laughter. 

‘“Atit again, are you?” he cried. 
time?” 

‘*] jes’ lambasted dat Tishman fo’ his impudence,” sputtered Pomp. 
**T reckon he «ion’ want to tackle dis chile agin.” 

‘¢ Begorra, it’s poor consolatior yez have,” retorted Barney. 
are worse done up than mesilf.” 

‘The both of you look plugged,” laughed Sears. 
an even thing.” 

‘* Don’t yez belave that, sor.” 

‘¢Shut up, yo’ ’ish muff.” 

“T’ll Daste yez fer thac!” 

‘Yo’ kain’t do it!” ; 

But at that moment a familiar voice, that of Frank Reade, Jr., came 
down from the upper deck. 

‘‘ Barney, come up here,” ‘ 

‘‘ Aye, aye, sor,” and away scampered the Celt. 
feud for the time, 
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He burst into a roar of 
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‘* Vez 
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_ CHAPTER VI. 
FETE OF THE DWARFS, 


Ir was a lively racket which Buludayo’s people had planned. The 
white men watched these preparations with much interest, 

Great heaps of brush and fagots were placed at intervals along the 
mountain wall, The women, dressed in their gayest, were grouped at 
one end of the great level space, and the men at the other, 

Twenty little boys marched out beating a discordant drum akin to 
the tom-tom of the New Zealanders. Also a dozen more followed - 
blowisg harsh notes upon a sort of reed instrument. 

The bonfires on the mountain had been lit, and the weird glow il- 
lumined the whole space. It was as strange a scene as any while ex- 
plorer ever gazed upon. 

‘Tt makes me think of Gulliver’s description of the Lilliputs,” de- 
clared Sears. ‘' These African dwarfs are unlike any other race on 
the earth.” 

‘* They are Africans,” said Frank. 

‘* Undoubtedly, but of anew and strange species. 
have not met anything akin to them.” 

‘* That is true!” } 
The boy musicians, meanwhile, had marched to the center of the 
open space. Here they formed a sort of square and then a loud sig- 

nal was given by one terrific blast upon the instruments. 

In an instant it was responded to by the men who came tripping 
out in single file,and made a lively march around the circle. Next 
the women fell in and in a trice the tableland presented the spectacle 
of hundreds of dwarf men and women dancing madly in a motley mob. 

After the first figure was over, there seemed to be little system te 
the dance. It was a wild romp, a helter skelter melee of mirth and 
exuberance, 

‘* It can hardly class with the ‘ Two Step ’ or the ‘ Mazourka’ ” de- 
clared Sears. ‘* Yet I must say it is evident that the dancers are en- 
joying themselves.” 

‘*This is right,” agreed Frank. 

At that moment the bonfires on the mountain wall grew dim. 
caused some confusion. 

‘¢ We will remedy that,” said Frank, giving an order to Barney. 

In a few seconds the glare of the search-light made the vicinity as 
bright as day. The dwarfs were astonished as well as delighted. 

Buludayo approached Frank and in sign talk asked him how he had 
captured the sun to use at night. Frank was at a loss how to explain, 
but finally managed to satisfy the old chief. 

The dance went on. 

It was a scene of joy and mirth. But not unlike similar occasions 
of the past, it was brought to a termination in a tragic manner. 

During the festivity, there had been no thought of danger. 

No report had reached the dwarfs for months of any meditated at- | 
tack by the giants. Therefore, they could anticipate pnoihing of the 
sort. 

But as fate had ordered it, this very night was the one of all chosen 
by the elephant hunters for a descent upon their ancient enemies, 

The mountain side to the north was covered with the giants, fully 
armed and ready for battle. 

When they came in view of the fete there was no end of delight. 
They felt certain of victory now. 

The dance was at its greatest height when the blow came, | 

Frank and Sears were about ten yards from the machine. As luck 
had it, Sears chanced to glance up the mountain aide. 

He was astounded to see giant farms come leaping down in the 
gloom. \ 

His heart stood still. 

There was no mistaking the fact; these were giants, and they 
were coming to attack the dwarfs. 

“My soul!” gasped the explorers. 
shall we do?” 

Frank gave one look. 

Then his face turned deadly pale. 
ing cry. 

‘* My God!” he exclaimed; ‘‘ they will be exterminated!” 

Indeed, this might not have been far-fetched under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, 

Taken so unawares, it would be by no means a difficult: thing for 
the giants to literally wipe their dwarf enemies out of existence, 

The latter were unarmed and defenseless, Before they could hope to 
secure arms and make a stand it would be too late. 

This was easy to see. For one moment Frank was too horror struck 
to move or act. : 

Then the blow came, 

Down over the rocks came the armed giants. 
upon the dwarfs like a legion of fiends. 

The contrast in their size was awful to contemplate, Burly giants 
picked up dwarfs as if they were puppets and crushed them to death 
by sheer force of superior strength. 

The scene was too awful for description,. The shouts and cries of the — 
terrified victims, the hoarse yells of the attacking party went up on 
the night air. 

All this was occurring in the glare of the search-light. Frank and 
Sears were instantly on board, 

Frank sprung to the electric gun. But if he fired into the struggling 
mass of humanity he would kill as many fiends s foes. 

He sent a shot up the mountain side to check the approach of more — 
of the barbarians. 

Then he cried to Barney and Pomp: 


Certainly, we 


This 


‘* Look there, Frank! What. 


He sprang back with a gasp- 


They swooped down 
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««Get your repeaters, boys! Pick them out the best you can!” | Nothing could afford a better hiding-place for an enemy in canoes, a 
The crack of therifles blended with the shrieks of the struggling | And the giants knew this. f | om 
Tah people, As chance had it, they knew that the attacking party must cross 
pe The sight was one to make one’s blood boil. this river. Nothing better could be conceived than to station warriors 
aa So well did our voyagers use their rifles that a space was cleared ; in dugouts in the saw grass, 
_  £vetween the giants and the dwarfs, This gave Buludayo’s men a As the dwarfs appeared to ford the river, they could be shot down 
ey chance, in the current with javelins and arrows, It was a good bit of strategy 






and worthy of the brain of a savage, 
Now, none in our party dreamed of there being a foe in the saw 
grass or on theriver. As the camp was right by the river’s bank, | 
the natives went down to bathe and frolic in the water. ie 
‘‘ Begorra,” muttered Barney, ‘‘I’d loike a dip mesilf. Didn’t yez 
say there was a canoe down there, naygur?” 1 
‘‘ Yo’ am right, lish,” replied Pomp. ya 
The dwarfs had brought along with them several war canoes an@ 
dugouts, for just such an emergency as the present. ‘a 
What was more natural than for Barney and Pomp to conceive the we 
idea of a paddle on the river. The night was starlit and glorious, It — 
was a temptation not to be resisted. ae 
They did not mention their intention to anyone, but strolled down 
to the river side. 


It was not a difficult thing to secure a canve from the blacks. Then > 
they paddled out into the current. 1 ae 
' ** Be me sowl, this makes me think av the beautiful Liffy,” cried ol 
Barney, ‘‘ shure it’s a threat to me,” ¥ 


They covered the retreat of the women and children to the pass, 
_. throwing away their lives freely to do so, 

_  .Then arms began to arrive. A stand was made on the upper shelf 
ee of rock. The rifles were doing such deadly work that for a moment 
the gianis were held in checked. 

This was Frank’s opportunity. 
‘¢ Now I’ll settle with them,” he muttered, as he went to the electric 
gun. He quickly trained it. 

When the shell struck right in the midst of the giant column it 
looked as if no power on earth could save the dwarfs from annibila- 
tion. 

Giant blacks were already forcing the pass above. Once that was 
carried the career of Buludayo’s people would be at an end, 
| For so merciless were these people that they would not leave one 

dwarf, man, womun or child, alive. 
But the dynamite gun, Frank Reade, Jr.’s wonderful invention 
changed all. It was a complete turning of tables. 
rr The shell struck in their midst. There was a thunderous roar and ; | 
ie an earthquake shock. A baleful glare for a moment sliowed the | ‘* Golly! it looks to me jes’ loike the Tombigbee down Souf in ‘Mer- a 
F scene. ika,” declared Pomp, ‘‘ dis am a reg’lar southern ribber, chile!” xd 
The air was full of flying stones, dirt, tree-stumps, and the lifeless ‘« Bejabers, I’m afther thinkin’ it’s an Afrikan river,” averred Barney. 
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ek bodies of giants, A space many yards square was blown out of the ‘« Ain’ gwine to disputashun dat, honey. But dese yere Afrikan . 
Be: mountain side. ribbers kain’t compare wif de Tombigbee. Dey ain’ in de same class!” - a 
eek, | Those familiar with the power of dynamite can imagine the fearful ‘¢ Are yez goin’ to take a.dip, naygur?” asked Barney. ‘ny 
oe scene. Words are inadequate to describe it. 
Before such a fearful shock, such an unheard of supernatural attack 
the giants could not stand. 
A score of them had been destroyed in that shot. But cne balance 
fled incontinently. 
: Frank sent another shell after them with fearful execution. But it 
teh was enough. 
ea 7 The giants did not return to the attack. The assault was a fail- 


Pomp was amazed. : { te 

‘¢ Wha’ yo’ fink, ob! Take a dip in dis yere ribber?” n 
‘‘ Why cert, yez ould stuff.” a 
‘¢T don’ reckon J will.” \ la 
“Why not?” \ ‘4 
‘« Ain’ got no inclinashun to be eated up by any ob dese yere ’gators - 

which yo’ may be sure am in dis ribber!” (ae 
‘« Alligators!” exclaimed Barney, with a shiver. ‘* Be me sowl, I si 


ure, Victory sided with our voyagers and the people they had | niver thought av thim. But phwy the divil don’t they take a hould ay on 
ae. chair pioned. ‘ ‘ thim pickaninies over there, will yez tell me?” ay 
i The dwarfs came tumbling down upon the plateau in mingled ‘Huh! Yo’ kin bet dey don’ go berry far out into de ribber.” 49 


grief, gratitude and delight. 


‘c o ’ : , 
Grief at the loss of hundreds of, their number, gratitude and de- Yor aro relight, Raygar, Well, (Al suthy ih Weiboat. butt dows 


intind yez shall have all the soft snap yesilf. Give us a little more on 


a light for Frank’s repulse of the foe. that oar!” a 
Pe They crowded about the machine unable to comprehend the magic ‘« Ain’ got no oar! Dis am a paddle!” i 
Be power which had intervened to save them, but ready to worship ‘Call it phwat yez will. Luk out there! Phwat did yez hit me _ a 
_- . their preservers as gods. fer?” *3 
a The voyagers gazed with horror upon the ghastly scene on the hisked about | ee 
i | plateau. There were hundreds of dead and wounded, and the work ae ae aaiat a we he SIRE AR OMe: aed Cie Iekaah Oras : . 


e% ef ministering to these was begun at at once, 

It was not until the next night that the process of caring for the 
wounded and burying the dead was finished. Our voyagers did 
valiant service aud when all was over, old Buludayo, crying like a 
child, came and flung himself at Frank’s feet. 

Full two hundred of the giants had been killed. This was some 
atonement, but as Frank declared, not enough. 

‘* We have a warrant now for invading the Black Valley,” declare 


** Wha’ dat yo’ say? I didn’ hit yo’, honey.” a 
“© Yez didn’t?” os 
‘*No, sah.” 

‘* Begorra, something did.” 


And Barney was right. An object had come hurtling out of the saw 
grass and struck him fairly on the hack of the neck. 

It was a javelin, but it glanced off into the water before he could 
see it. The point of the weapon-had grazed his neck, but the shaft 
had struck him in passing. ae 

The next moment something came down with a thud into the bot- 3 
tom of the canoe. 

The astonished Celt grabbed it and pulled it up, making a great om 
ote the bottom of the canoe, it being of dressed hide and nothing a 
thicker. Uy 

‘* Bejabers, it’s thim divils afther us!” screamed Barney, holding the 


Sears. ‘If we discover that Ivory Mountain we will confiscate it.” 
“Those blacks are worse than fiends,” declared Frank. ‘‘ They 
menace this whole region; no peaceable people can live near them. 
They are murderers and ought to be exterminated!” 
The dwarfs were pow tore bitter than ever against the elephant 
hunters. They clamored for Frank to lead them to the Black Valley. 
This the young inventor fully intended to do, but first he called Bu!- 
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At once the alarm was given. The dwarfs who were armed came 
trooping down to the edge of the jungle and fearlessly met the giants. oF 
+S Saas and Sears aboard the Schooner were looking for Barneyand =~ 

omp. : . 

It was lucky for the two jokers that this part of the river was not | 
infested with the crocodiles. Else they must have been eaten up. a 


CHAPTER VII. 


. \. THE ADVENTURE ON THE RIVER. 


é udayo to him, and said: Hi ; ¥ I i" 
‘ = ‘You must leave a strong guard of men at home to defend your oe vendilf tant te there in the saw grass to be sure. Luk a 
he vrho. on ee en. If A a ier mas ge for it.” Auiouber javelin, wildtlod over Barney’s head i 
j e aged chief promised to abide by this advice. It wasward for tin? ite oe F a 
eA any of the dwarf warriors to remain at home, as all had oakone to amine light destroyed the aim; but a greater peril asserted 
9 avenge. The rent in the bottom of th f | 
i But the chief's orders were obeyed, and a strong body guard was Se eee eto neo Canoe OF COGPRS 166 the. Weer te aa 4 
oe left in the pass. A hundred men could easily hold it. ee ee mn." Itshot up through the spertnre and quickly alled on 
oa : Full fifteen hundred armed dwarfs fell into line behind the Schooner | — - a Bi ae yo 
Be Es the next morning. Not one of them but was ready to die in battle. ,... Golly!” screamed Pomp; “ we'se got to swim for it, chile! De 4 
ee Thus the invading party started for the Black Valley. All that day | S&tors get us now fo’ shuah! : ; | a 
ec they traveled with rapidity. e Shwim! gasped Barney, ‘* an’ among the alligators! Mither ay - 
RE But the nature of the country would admit of not more than twenty iis Ae the ind nai. \"a 
ae miles being covered. At night they camped cn a little eminence near rae Se nee clades auc ahc nest. nme tickh men vere die ¥ 
ee a river. ge, a 
cy Pickets were put ont and a man at the search-light kept the vicini- ae See a selusinoit with  franite eftorurto aw) 
5 S “gh a ie 5 ve a ere fact that the giants were The a dly axes heconsand tee sae aha es re ae swim to the shore, =< 
et a e rpose and were hove i j : ye we 
ih But our friewds ate resolved to reset ast tkv ude ib! Splashing and floundering in the wate?, they attracted the atten- ae 
7 Y possible sur- | tion of the swimming dwarfs, and they sh ie 
ae) prise. So every precaution was taken. ag wimming dwarfs, and they shouted and swam toward 3 
ke ah testy It was then that the black giants decided to make their attack. a 
ie The air was full of flying javelins, \ 


i 7 | Atone the verge of the river there was a great depth of saw grass. 
a This is the case with most tropical rivers. 
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he it was, however, they reached the shore tn: mately just as Frank 
 gighted the electric gun and sent a shell down into the jungle. 


‘The dwarfs and the elephant hunters were having a lively battle. Of | 


course the latter would have soon gained the upper hand had it not 
been for the assistance of the Schooner. 

But the black giants could not stand before that deadly fire. It was 
~ a.mysterious deadly force which they did not understand. 
~ So as a result they broke and fled in terror. A few shells mowed 
down that part of the jungle and put them to flight. 

The battle was brief, and once more a victory for the Schooner’s 
- party, but Barney and Pomp resolved to venture out upon African 
rivers no more. 

‘* Golly, I jes’ fo’t I felt dem ‘gators’ jaws coming down onto me 
ebery minute,” declared Pomp. ‘« ]’se jes’ cailin’ mahse’f a lucky 
coon!” 

‘¢ Bejabers, I’ll niver go out on any more rivers in this part av the 
worruld,” said Barney, positively. ‘‘ It was jes’ enuff fo’ me, yo’ kin 
bet!” 

The giants did not venture to return to the attack again that night, 
‘ut they hovered about in the jungle, and occasionally threw javelins 
into the camp. 

The next morning the march was resumed. Frank reckoned that 
they ought to reach the Black Valley by nightfall. 

So, as the caravan moved ou through forest and jungle, the travel- 
ers all looked forward to the events of the next day, which were in pros- 

ect. 
, ‘¢ We shall see the Mountain of Ivory before two days,” declared 
Sears, with much satisfaction. 

‘* Well, I agree with you,” said Frank; ‘‘ we ought to do that.” 

When high noon came they camped ‘under the black arches of a 
mighty forest. Here were great troops of apes, and marks of the 
gorilla were found. 

Thus far the blacks had been little in evidence. But as the party 
camped for the noon meal, a fresh incident occurred. 

Frank and Sears were discussing the situation and laying plans 
for the invasion of the Black Valley, wher a startling sound reached 
their ears, 

It came from the distance through the great forest and was most 
unusual for those parts, 

Crack—ack! Crack! 

‘* Jupiter!” exclaimed Sears, in sheer amazement; ‘‘ did you hear 
that, Frank?” 

** Indeed I did!” 

«*You know what it was?” 

«¢ It sounded like the report of rifles.” 

‘* And so it was. But—it can’t be Barney and Pomp. They were 
here a moment ago.” 

At this moment Barney and Pomp sprung aboard the Schooner. 
They were much excited, 

‘*Golly, Marse Frank!” cried Pomp, ‘‘ dere am somefin’ goin’ on 
ober dere.” 

‘ Begorra it’s somewan as has guns to foight with, 
‘¢it must be whoite men, sur.” 

Frank and Sears rushed out of the vehicle. 
been attracted by the distant sound. 

Buludayo came up with much sign talk, to the effect that his men 
craved permission to visit the distant scene, 

Finally Frank said: 

‘*Come, Sianley, let us take a party of these dwarfs and go. It 
means something, I hardly know what. Perhaps they are a party of 
our Own countrymen in trouble.” 

_ * Aye-aye!” cried the young explorer, ‘‘ that is doubtless the truth. 
I am with you, Frank!” 

Barney and Pomp were left in charge of the Schooner. 
selected a score of his best warriors. 

These he placed at Frank’s disposal, and the start was made. Away 
through the forest they sped. 

And as they went on it seemed as if the sounds of conflict were 
drawing nearer, until they were really quite close at hand. 

And after forty minutes of hard climbing and running, the relief 
party burst through a network of vines and beheld an astounding 
spectacle. 

A number of blacks were first seen driving a dozen strong oxen 
hurriedly through the brush. Then white helmeted men, armed with 
Winchesters and firing rapidly as they beat a slow retreat, came into 
view. 

Our adventurers shouted in recognition, and a more surprised set 
than this new band of African explorers were, can hardly be imagined. 

They came rushing up hastily, a half dozen white men in all, and 
greeted Frank and Sears profusely. 

‘* My name is Anthony Gardner,” said the leader of the party, a tall 
‘finely formed man with iron gray hair and whiskers, ‘‘ glad to meet 
you. Where are you from?” 

Frank and Sears introduced themselves and then Seers asked: 

‘ But where are you fellows from?’ 


” cried Barney, 


Even the dwarfs had 


Buludayo 


CHAPTER VIII. 
THE IVORY HUNTERS. 


‘*We are from Chicago, Illinois,” replied Gardner. ‘* We are 
' Americans, as wellas you. Weare in Africa partly for adventure 
and sport, and partly to look upa certain large quantity or ers 
which it was said the natives had in these parta.’” 


AE 
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be 
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z No ot the Mountain of Ivory?” cried Sears, in amiueluee. 
‘* Well, perhaps so. They say it is a mountainous pile.” 


a“ Well, I'll be blowed!” exclaimed Sears, in sheer amazement, — | ung 5 


‘¢ That is just what we are here for,” 

** You don’t mean it?” 

‘* Yes, sir.” 

, ‘* Well, {am surprised!” declared Gardner. 
is the same as mine?” 

‘« Exactly!” 

‘Jf I mistake not, we are not far from the valley held by these ter- 
rible black giants, who hold guard over the Mountain of Ivory?” 

‘* We are half a day’s journey from it. But how did you count upon 
acquiring possession of the ivory?” 

‘‘We intended to treat with the blacks if we could. 
should use our Winchesters to bring them to terms.” 

‘‘That was a large contract.” - 

‘*So we have found; for we have done nothing but fight ever since 
entering these parts. »” 

‘* Well, well!” repeated Sears, hardly able to realize the situation. 
“This beats all I ever heard of! However, Mr. Gardner, we shan’t 
cuarrel over the ivory.” 

‘‘By no means. Weused it only asan incentive to exploration. 
You shall have every bit of it.” 

‘*Oh, no; it shall be a fair division,” declared Sears. 
men are having a lively time there!” 

‘Yes, the giants are too many for us. 
Matabeles since we left the coast.” 

‘‘Mercy! Yeu had better fall back on our camp. 
electric gun there which will very soon put a check upon their ad- 
vance.’ : 

‘Tam very glad to accept your suggestion,” declared Gardner; 
‘‘but first let me introduce my companions,” 

This was done, and among them was a tall, sad-faced man, whose 
name was Gerald Hardy. As he gripped hands with Frank Reade, Jr, 
Gardner said: 


‘‘Mr. Hardy has had a terrible blow since coming into Africa. 
When he left America his daughter, Grace, a very beautiful girl of 
seventeen, insisted upon accompanying him. 

‘* Argument and dissuasion were of no avail. 
come and did so. Mr. Hardy has had cause to regret this. Grace 
traveled in a sedan chair and was the life of our party. She is an ex-. 
cellent rifle-woman, courageous to a fault, and had a knack of cheer- 
ing up our spirits when depressed. 

«But alas! One night, it was not two days since, the giant blacks 
attacked our camp. The assault was unexpected, and we were for a 
time in much confusion. In that mixed state of affairs Grace van- 
ished, and we have been able to find no trace of her since. 
fate is we cannot learn. Hither she was carried away to captivity, or 
was murdered by those wretches. We did all we could to get some 
clew as to her fate, but as yet it remains a mystery.” 

Sears had listened to all this with the most intense of interest. 
pen elec like an aspen and his eyes were fierce in their glow, 
as he crie 


“That is a fearful thing. There is no doubt but that she was car- 
ried into captivity and we must rescue her!” 

‘¢ Bravo!” cried Frank, ‘‘ We shall find her in the Black Valley. 
Here is another reason for an invasion.” 

‘* Right!” cried Sears; ‘‘ cheer Up, Mr. Hardy. 
be saved if such a thing is possible,” 

‘*God bless you for “those words of comfort,” replied the bereaved 
parent, with moist eyes. 


‘‘We are in luck in falling in with you,” cried Gardner; ‘‘do you 
tell me that you have a large number of natives in your train?” 

‘Nearly fifteen hundred,” replied Frank; ‘‘they are dwarfs.” 

‘‘ And terrible fighters, as I have heard. It looks to me as if we had 
better join fortunes.” 

‘‘T think it would be best,” said Frank; 
union!” 

Slowly the party fell back upon the camp of the dwarfs. 
blacks were savage and persistent, 
sturdy foe. 

And as soon as Frank could get the electric gun to work, the aeqoet 
was short and swift. The giants were forced to retreat. 

The Matabeles in Gardner’s command quickly fraternized with 
dwarfs. The force now organized to invade the Black Valley was 
formidable one. 
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But they had run up against a 
teh 


Gardner and his companions regarded the Schooner with admiration es ite 


and wonderment. Frank took them on board and showed them all 
over it. 

‘* By Jove!” exclaimed Gardner, ‘I don’t wonder that you felt 8e- 
cure in invading this region. You have precious small risk.” 

‘¢ Well, that is true,” agreed Sears. 
attempts to invade the Black Valley with even larger forces than you 
had, and each time was nearly annihilated.” 

‘* Then our prospects were pot of the best, you think?” f- . 

‘‘T know it! You would have met with utter defeat.” eo. 

Gardner winced at this. 

‘¢ Well,” he admitted, ‘* events thus far seem to indicate that yea 

are right. We were getting the worst of it when we met you.” 
' «© T knew the folly of such an attempt from experience,” declared 
Sears, ‘‘ but when I learned that Mr. Reade had invented the Desert — 


‘‘T have made a number of 
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Schooner, I made up my mind that if I could enlist nia in the scheme ~ a : 


I should be all right.” 
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Mo: « And you were right,” agreed Gardner. “I am anxious io go for- \ 
me ae ; | on foot deployed to right and left. | ies 
Throvgh a fringe of trees the attacking party went. Then the 
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ward.’ 
ee Is your party all right to proceed?” 

** Quite ready!” 

** Then let us go forward.” 

3 Camp as broken at ouce. 
Black Valley. 

_ They ought to reach it by nightfall. But an entrance, of course, 
was not to be thought of unuil the next day. 

- Somewhat to the surprise of all not a giant was encountered on the 
way. 

_ They seemed to have drawn off for some unknown reason, and for 
the first time ve rear of the train was not harassed by them. 

Gardner was puzzied. 

**T don’t understand it,” he declared. ‘‘ They are up to some mis- 
chief, be sure. We shall hear from them yet!” 

‘*] believe you,” agreed Frank; ‘‘they are working some new 
scheme!” 

**T hope we'll be able to get onto it,” declared Sears. 
Shall try a little scouting.” 

** Better not risk it,” adjured Frank. 

But Sears was not to ve dissuaded. From the first moment of learn- 
ing the story of Grace Hardy, he had been a different mau. Some fate 
seemed to be leading him on, and he muttered: 

‘*T am to rescue that girl; I know it, I feel it!” 


They were now not ten miles from the 


“Toenigkt I 


It was dark when the invading party reached the entrance to the. 


Black Valley. 

Camp was quickly made in a spot reasonably secure from attack. 
The dwarfs aud the Matabeles made rude huts of palms and cane, 

Pomp on board the Schooner prepared a rousing meal, at which 
Gardner and his companions were invited guesis. It was to them a 
mighty treat. | 

Not one in the party but was nervous and excited. They were 
thinking of the assault upon the stronghold on the morrow. 

The giants had proved themselves no dispicable foe. It was by no 
means certain that the Schooner even would be able to force its way 
into the vailey. 

There were but two means of entrance. One at the north end and 
one at the south end of the valley. 

The first plan had been that the dwarfs should attempt to enter by 
the southern pass and the Schooner at the north, But Frank and 
Sears had of necessity and prudence changed these plans. J 

It was decided safer and best to unite forces and make one grand 
and common assault. And this was done, 

Sears had not abandoned his intention of a scouting tour after dark. 
He did not fear consequences. 

He had passed some years in the wild west and had learned how to 
outwit the fue in the bush. So as soon as the camp was quiet he 
stole away into the gloom. 

He was armed only with revolvers and a knife. He made his way 
with the agility of a cat up the mountain side. 

Gliding on through the gloom, he took care to use his sense of hear- 
ing and touch to the utmost. In this manner he gained a point fully 
a mile from the camp gleaming so far below. 

He was now, he believed, not far fromthe pass by which en- 
trance to the valley was made. But at this juncture strange sounds 
reached his ears. 

‘* By Jove!” he exclaimed; ‘‘ that is curious! 

He listened again, 

A dull booming and crashing noise came at intervals to his 
ears. It caused a slight concussion of the ledge upon which he 
was. 

_ Determined to learn the truth, Sears now took a mighty chance. 
He crept along over the ledges toward the pass, 

His position was now one of great peril. At any moment his life 
might be sacrificed. 

For it was safe to assume that the 
mouth of the pass to repel ‘ihe invaders 
tainty of stumbling upon them, j 

But at this moment Sears caught sight of a borfire. 
ing just within the mouth of the pass. 

And by its light he beheld an astounding spectacle. The entire 
mouth of che pass was blocked with mighty bowlders and stone. High 
up on the mountain wall were legions of giant forms hurling others 
over the verge. . 

The young explorer was more than astonished at this sight. 

** By Jupiter!” he exclaimed; ‘‘ that is a crafty trick! They are bar- 
ricading to prevent the Schooner from entering. That is indeed a 
clever trick.” 

_ Sears did not venture nearer. 

He watched the proceedings for awhile. Then he prudently retired. 
_ He made his way aafely down the mountain side and into camp, 

_ All were asleep when he entered, so he also turned in. Not until 
the next morning was this last move of the giants generally knows. 
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What is going on?” 


giants were gathered at the 
There was the almost cer- 


It was burn- 


\ 
CHAPTER IX. 


THE FIGHT AT THE PASS, 


THERE was great excitement in camp the next morning. Active 


preparations were mode for the attack. 
~ The dwarfs and the Matabeles were armed. and drawn up in battle 
array. The white men under Gardner were to officer them. 
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Then the Schooner began to slowly climb the mountain side. Those 


mouth of the pass came into view. 

It was as Sears declared, blocked with bowlders, 
stacle. But Frank only smiled grimly. 

‘*Go on,” he said to Barney. 

Up the slope crept the machine. 
presented itself, 

A great cry went up from all. 
fragment of rock was seen to sway and totter. 
hind it. 


Strong arms were be- 


The next moment down the mountain side it came with the velocity ae a 
: e 


ofacannon ball. Straight for the Schooner it was bent. 

There was no time to get out of the way, Those on board gave one 
horrified gasp and half closed their eyes, expecting to be crushed into 
eternity. ' | 

But the crash did not come. What followed was to all a most as- 
tonishing incident, little short of miraculous, 

Just before the awful bowlder reached the machine, it struck an ob- 
stacle, a sort of up-cropping of the ledge, and the bowlder gave one— 
giant leap into the air. y 


its rear, Saved by a hair’s breadth truly. 

For a moment those on board the mavhine were white as chalk and 
unable to move. 

Then Sears exclaimed: 

** Saved!” 

‘* A close call,” said Frank. 

‘* Bezorra, won’t they be afther sindin’ another down afther us?” 
cried Buruey, 

‘* Right,” cried Frank; ‘get your rifles and pepper that spot!” 

Barney and Pomp obeyed and Frank took the wheel. Ounce more 
the Schooner crept up the slope. ' 

Al this juncture another bowlder wes dislodged. But it went far 
wide. 

All this while the dwarfs and Matabeles had been climbing up to the 
mouth of the pass. They deployed right and left until they reached. 
the sheer wall of the mountain. : 

This they could not scale, and it was easy for the giants to throw 
down their javelins with fatal effect. The natives were falling by 
dozens, and were powerless to cope with their foe. 

The outlook was most serious, 


But now a new and deadly peril H 


- 
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‘“* By Jove, Frank!” exclaimed Sears, ‘‘ they will be exterminated at | 


that rate. What can we do?” 

Frank set his lips firmly. 

** Push on!” he said. 

The machine crept up the side of the mountain, nearer to the pass. 
Frank went up on deck to where the electric gun was. . 

He sighted it for the top of the mountain wall and fired a shell at 
the spot where he fancied most of the foe were gathered. 

Not one of them could be seen. But the shell struck in a heap of 
bowlders and reduced them to powder. 

Giant blacks could be seen fleeing in all directions. 
nest of them was broken up, 

‘*Give it to them!” cried Frank. 
boys.” 

The white men cheered and the black dwarfs yelled. Then the fusil- 
lade of the Winchesters began. 

It was lively on that mountain side for a time, 

Shell after shell was sent screeching up among the bowlders., 
elephant hunters were driven back like mist before the sun. 

Scores of them were picked off by the riflemen. In a short while the 
whole vicinity was cleaned out. 

The dwarfs and Matabeles were safe now, but Sears now regarded 
the obstructed pass, and said lugubriously: 

‘* They yet have the best of us, Frank. How can we 
that puss?” 

‘* We will see,” said the young inventor, 

He adjusted another shell and sighted the mass of bowlders. When 
the shell struck them there was an immense cloud of dust. Much of 
the stone was reduced tv powder. 

Others were dislodged and reduced to fragments. 
settled visibly. 

‘*That’s the stuff!” cried Sears excitedly. 
up, Frank, we shall be all right!” 

‘*] think I can,” muttered the young inventor, 


A veritable 


‘* Pick them off with your rifles, 


The 


get in through 


The barricade 
‘If you can keep that 
‘* We will try it.” 


: 


Again and again he hurled the awful dynamite bombs into the » 


pass. 

effect. 
Gradually the barricade settled 

high. 
Then Frank ceased firing. 


Of course such treatment could not help but have some 


aes it was hardly twenty feet 


‘*Jt is impossible to clear it all out of the defile,” he said; “but I — 


have a logical pian.” 

‘* What is it?” asked Sears. 

** We can build a road over that crushed heap of bowlders if we can 
secure the services of the dwarfs. Just a coating of dirt over the 
obstruction and a little grading and the machine will go one all 
right.” , 

‘* Good!” cried Sears, ‘it shall be done!” 

He rushed away to find Buludayo. The aged chieftain at once em- 
braced the task eagerly. | 


em 
In less time than it takes to tell it scores of the dwarfs were at work 
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done, 


' ee . The machine was not only able to pass over a but the entire army 


a gee. 


of natives followed. 
This was a great step toward victory. They were sure to get into 


the Black Valley now. 


What other obstacle the giant blacks could devise it was hard to 
The spirits of the invaders were up toa high notch. 

Upon the other side of the obstruction the pass was clear but devious 
in its course. Once over, the Gpnoaner picked its way Bowey along 


i sto the end of the pass, 


Not a giant was seen. 

What they were up to it wss hard to guess, 
to some mischief there was little doubt, 

** Well,” said Frank, laconically, ‘‘ if we fail to whip them, now 


But that they were up 


that we have got into their vulley, we are certainly no good,” 


‘** You are right!” cried Sears; ‘* but I don’t fear that.” 

The great army of natives followed the Schooner to the end of 
the defile. Emerging from this, the first view of the Black Valley 
was had. 

And that it was rightly named everybody was agreed. 

It was fully six miles long by three in breadth, 
smooth and green carpeted, 

Upon all sides rose sheer walls of rock to the height of a thou- 
sand feet or more, 

It was plaisly. seen that the only access to the valley was the 
pass at each end. 

Nature could not have contrived a more wonderful retreat or 
more ideal fortress, 

And there, in the center of the valley, the adveturers beheld a 
peeing sight. 

A mighty white mound rose in the air almost even with the height 
of the cliffs on either side. Its base must cover fully an acre, 

And this great pyramid or hill was composed of ivory tusks laid one 


Its floor was 


| upon the other, the fruits of hundreds of years of toil in securing them. 


HN. a ’ 
hopes of ever seeing it.” 


For hundreds of generations the elephant hunters had contributed to 
this gigantic achievement. Of course the ivory was all good, for there 
was nothing in the climate to eflect its destruction. 

There was a fabulous fortune in that immerse heap of bone, as all 
realized. And they gazed upon it with many and varied sensations. 
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In a comparatively short spies of time the task 


*¢ At last!” exclaimed Sears; ‘‘ by Jove, I had almost given up all, 


‘¢ What an enterprise to market that ivory,” suggested Gardner. 

“ There need be no fear but that it will yield us each @ good for- 
tune,” said Sears. 

** Indeed that is true!” 

But what claimed the attention of the dwarfs was the city of huts 


hs and hovels which formed the habitation of the elephant hunters, 


- 


An immense army of them were advancing across the plain to meet 
the invaders. Women and children could be seen among the huts, 
j Frank regarded the scene with clouded brow. 

**T can’t say I like this!” he said. 

‘«Why?? asked Gardner. 

‘* Well, these people are coming out to defend their homes. 
believe their cause to be just. We are an invading foe!” 

‘* But they would not hesitate to assail us under the same circum- 


They 


_ stances.” 


: 
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be 
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‘That may be true. Yet the taking of human life, even though it 
be that of a savage, is repugnant to me!” 
-“ Why need we take their lives?” 
‘‘ If we advance upon them there must be slaughter, and it very 
\ clikely will be a battle of extermination.” 
‘¢Is there no way to treat with them?” 
** Do you know of any metnod?’ 
* Wait!” 
Gardner spoke to one of the Matabeles. 
swered the ivory hunter in broken English. 
‘*Malolo,” said Gardner, ‘do you think you could take with those 
blacks over there?” 
Malolo nodded eagerly. 
‘* Yes,” he replied, ‘‘ me do so.” 
, “Here, take this white handkerchief on a stick and go out and talk 
With thom. Will you do it?” 
Malolo consented to carry the flag of truce. Then Gardner gave 
him instructions. 
‘*Tell them,” he said, ‘that we have a terrible fire-stick which can 
eat them allup. Tell them that if they will restore the white girl to 
her father safely and sell the ivory mountain, their lives shall be spared 


He came forward and an- 


/ 


_ and we will be friends.” 


oe ; 


Malolo noted the message carefully and sped away. 

- The invaders now paused to await the result of this, 
seen and heeded by the giants. 

Malolo was seen holding a lengthy conference with them. Presenuy, 
however, he came skipping back, All were eager to know the result 
_ Of his efforts to make terms, 


The truce was 


> 


CHAPTER X. 
CAPTURE OF THE VALLEY, 7 


- Maxore came hastily back from the parley with the black giants. 
‘is stoical face betrayed nothing, but he marched up to Gardner, and 
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mi Big chief of dléphant hunters say he no give uptivery § Monnens’ 
nor white girl either, 
afore he do dat.” 


The white men were deeply disappointed and chagrined with this — 


reply. 


He heap fight, die, be burned and arerrang ; 


For a moment Gardner’s face flushed with wrath matirr ar i 


Then he turned to Frank. 


‘* Do you see what an obdurate, merciless set of pirates they are?” 


So he 


he cried. ‘‘ There is no other way but to whip them blind.” 

Indeed Frank bad begun to share this same impression. 
finally said: 

‘‘ Forward all! Perhaps when they see that we mean business they — 
will come to terms.” 

And it was with this hope and almost firm belief that Frank ordered 
the advance, 

The Schooner went in front. Everything was ready for the strife, 

The doors and windows were closed, Knives had been put on 
the wheel hubs, and every man was at a loophole with his rifle. 

Frank, however, was at theelectric gun. He was studying up a 
plan to make the fray a bloodless one, 

But this was by no means easy. The dwarfs and Matabeles kept — 
cautiously in the rear. 

They would much rather have met their giant foe in the bush 
than in the open. 
trous, 

But they all had faith in Frank Reade, Jr., and the eleetric gun. 
Else they would not have advanced with their present confidence, 

The black giants came forward in double lines. There seemed full 
three thousand of them. 

This was an enormous body of men, and especially men of their 
size. So far as numerical strength wet, our adventurers were far 
outclassed. 

But science is bound to go ahead of brute strength. The deadiy 
electric gun, the creation of & human brain, offset easily the odds 
against them, 

The giants seemed to have either confidence or reckless @etermina- 
tion. They were not wavering in the least. 

‘« By Jove, they mean to sweep us out of the valley if they can!” 
cried Sears. ‘* Is there no way to check them, Frank?” 

The young inventor smiled grimly. 

‘*[ think thereis,” he said. 

He placed a shell in the gun, 
vancing host. 

He could have easily thrown a shell into their midst whieh might 
have killed a hundred. Bat he did not do this. 

He aimed for a line of grassy hummocks, just in front of the giants. 
Then he pressed the valve, 


The conical shell was imbedded a number of feet in the hammocks, 


Then it exploded. 

The result was tearful to witness. Great clouds of earth and debris 
were thrown for many feet over the body of the blacks. 

A hole big enough to bury a hundred of them yawned at their feet. 
What could they do but halt? 

Another shell at that instant burst just the other side of this one. 
It produced tbe same effect. 

Shell after shell was thus thrown at the feet of the wavering giants, 
Then Frank threw one into theic midst to complete the demoraliza- 
ticn. 


It mowed the warriors down in a mighty circle, and piled their bod- 
jes up in heaps, 

Words cannot express the situation. 

This last stroke was the straw whick broke the camel’s back. 


Even courage itself could not endure in the face of such supernat- 


ural and inexplicable power. 

The elephant hunters were desperate men, but they eould not 
stand this. 

They broke line and began to retreat. Frank smiled and chuckled, 
and ordered the schooner forward. 

He could now begin to see a comparatively bloodless vietory, and 
that was what he was working for. 

Shell after shell fell hot at the heels of the demoralized giants, 
They sullerly beat a retreat. 

It was probable that the women had received instructions before 
the men went out to fight. 


For the straw and palm huts were now set afire, and the women | 


and children began to beat a hasty retreat to the upper end of the 
valley. This was a piece of Spartan sacrifice worthy of an ancient race, 

‘The victory is ours,” cried Sears. ‘‘ We shall clear the valley — 
easily. Give it to *em, Frank!” 

Pursuit of the giants was kept up until they were driven far beyond 
their burning village. Then the pursuers came to a halt, 

‘Better drive them out of the valley completely,” said Gardner. 
But Frank shook bis head. 

‘« No need of that,” he said; ‘‘ they have lost all, They will go now!” | 

And Frank’s prediction proved correct. 

The giants left the valley and the mountain of ivory behind them. 
But they took with them that which was the most important of all. 

This was the captive girl, Grace Hardy. Her father was frantic 
with the hopelessness of a rescue. 

But Sears set bis lips firmly, and his eyes flashed. 

‘* Have good courage, Mr. Hardy,” he said, ‘*she shall be rescued. 
I will give iny life to effect thar.” 

“You are a brave and noble fellow,” cried “i father. a will 
bless you if you succeed.” 
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i ~~ But further pursuit of the giants at the moment was not considered. 


The ivory fever seemed to have seized all. . 
They rushed to the great pile of tusks and gloated over the mighty 
wealth there represented. Gardner even ventured to climb half way 
“up the mound. } 
‘Everyone of the tusks so far as couid be seen was sound. Here 
was, indeed, a mighty treasure. 

The native huts were by this time little more than smouldering 
ashes. The dwarfs used them to cook their meat by. 

. The long day was drawing to a close. Asit would be useless to 
pursue the giants that night, it was decided to camp where they were, 

Gardner and his companions were busy discussing the disposition 
of the hill of ivory. 

There seemed no better way than to establish a special carrier line 
to the coast. 

These carriers were secured from the ranks of the dwarfs. Thev 
were tireless, hardy fellows, and could travel] nany miles in a day. 

It was arranged that regular stations should be established, about 
five miles apart, all the way to the sea. The first carrier receiving his 
load of ivory carried it to the next station five miles away, whereit was 
carried by another man to the next station, and so on to the sea, each 
carrier after delivering his load returning to his post to receive a fresh 
load. 

This was the quickest, surest and safest way. It would insure the 
ultimate safe transportation of the ivory to the coast in a continuous 
daily stream. Whereas, to attempt to transport it in bulk was nigh 
im possible. 

This very ingenious plan was adopted. 
execution some thrilling things happened, 

It was deemed an imperative act to goin quest of Grace Hardy. 
To leave her to her fate would be inhuman. 

It was not deemed necessary to take a large force, 

The Schooner, with Frank Reade, Jr., Barney and Pomp, Sears and 
Mr. Hardy were all. The rest were left in charge of Gardner, who al- 
ready had the dwarfs at work on the pile of the ivory. 

The next morning the Schooner set forth on the trail. No scruples 
were experienced in leaving the party to take care of themselves, 

It was hardly deemed likely that the giants would return to the at- 
tack. If they should, better means of defense could be established, 
and they could at least be held at bay until Frank could return with 
the Schooner. 

_ Thus matters were arranged to the satisfaction of all. 
hour the next morning, the rescue party set forth. 

Straight for the upper end of the valley the machine struck out. 
Over the smooth turf a fair rate of speed could be attained. 

The trail of the retreating blacks was ineffaceable, and could easily 
be followed. Soon the walls of the valley began to converge into the 
pass, 

Eagerly the distracted father paced the Schooner’s deck. 

He had all sorts of doubts and fears. It seemed almost too good 
news for him to hear that Grace was alive and uninjured. 

It seemed reasonable that the black brutes would murder her for 
sheer revenge upon their white foes. But yet there was hope. 

As the Schooner entered the pass the trail narrowed and was gnite 
plain. Frank began to entertain a fancy that they might overtaka the 
blacks before long. 3 

But in this he was doomed to disappointment. It did not take long 
to traverse the pass. 

Then they emerged upon the northern side of the mountains and 
beheld a remarkable stretch of country. The great lakes were appar- 
ently near at hand, 

The intervening region was rocky «nd barren. — It suggested the 
rocky fastnesses of ancient Arabia, where were the dens of Ali Baba 

; and his Forty Thieves. | 

From the mouth of the pass the trail descended into this uncanny 
region. And now the ground, becoming flinty and scaly, it was hard 
indeed to follcw the trail. 

In faet a new and unlooked for difficulty was encountered. The 
wily blaeks had evidently foreseen the present exigency. | 

_ This had led them to adopt a clever ruse. 

The trail here diverged in a hundred directions. 
this was to mislead the pursuers and divert pursuit. 

And it worked effectually. Of the. hundred different trails, which 
was the proper one to follow? The pursuers halted in sheer perplex- 
uy = fora time the problem held them baffled. What could be 

one 


But before it was put into 


At an early 


The purpose of 


CHAPTER XI. 
THE CAVERN. 


_It was clearly impossible to attempt to follow every trail. 

would be a sheer impossibility. 

What was to be done? 

Frank and Sears got out and examined’ the trail. 
them with deep interest. 

“This was a clever trick,” declared Sears. 
sharp fellows,” 

“This is an Indian game,” said Frank; ‘such as you might expect 
with the Apaches in Arizona.” 

‘*Is there no hope?” asked Hardy. } 

‘Oceans of it,” replied Sears cheeringly. ‘Of course they cannot 
escape us ulterly, This is only hindrance and not defeat.” 
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Frank. ‘‘I think we shall soon stumble upon them.” 


= s a rae Can se 
‘We must goonat random and not heed the trail,” declared 
>See 


So the machine went booming on at hazard through the rocky va 


detiles. It was the best move that could be made under the 


cumstances. 

The blacks would have gained precious time if the pursuers had 
paused t) disentangle the multitude of trails. 
for this, 

So, as fortune had it, the Schooner hit upon just the right 
Suddenty, in turning an angle among the ledges, the rear guard of 
the retreating blacks came into view. 0" 

‘* Heigho!” yelled Sears, 

No ceremony was considered. Fire was at once opened with the 
Winchesters, and it was lively enough for a time. ; 


The blacks could make little return, for the white men were a 


he 
Frank was too shrewd 
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‘There they are, boys!” “a 


shielded by the armor of the Schooner, and their javelins could 


make no impression on that. 


So the best thing they could do was 
to flee. . | 


And they hustled into narrow defiles and niches, where the white <a 


men could not follow them. 
were dispered. 
The defile was clear, and the Schooner pressed on; but it was to 
meet with an astonishing revelation. 
Directly in front of them there yawned the open mouth of a mighty 
cave, 
Here was a sticker. 
way into the narrow underground passage. 
What was to be done? © 
There was no means of guessing the depth or capacity of the cav- 
ern. It might extend for miles underground. In that case the blacks 
had successfully eluded their pursuers. 
For to attempt to invade the place. on foot, would be far too dap- ir 
erous. 
° Scores of the foe could lurk in the dark recesses and strike a death } 
blow without danger to themselves, It would be suicidal to attempt 
to enter the place. ‘ 
Here was a set back. Fora time the pursuers were nonplused. 


at 


ally at a standstill. 
There was no doubt but that Grace Hardy had been taken into the 
cavern with the blacks. She was for the present beyond rescue. 
The person most deeply concerned, her doting father, was sorely dis- 
tracted. It seemed as if he must abandon hope now, | | 
‘* Heaven help us!” he said. ‘1 am afraid I shall never 8ee Grace — 
again, 
country!” ' 
‘** Don’t give up, sir!” said Sears, in his cheery manner. 


** Some- 
thing may turn up, you know. Keep a stiff upper lip.” 1: 


The machine made a wide detour of the vicinity. Every point of © : 


vantage was carefully studied. 

But no evidence was found that the cavern did aught but strike 
deep down into the center of the earth, and there seemed no other en- 
trance. This led Frank to conceive a ray of hope. \ 


have them like rats in a trap. They will be 
rather than starve.” ' 

‘¢ That is too much to hope for,” declared Sears. ‘‘ Wait until dark- 
ness comes. I have a plan.” 

‘¢ What is it?” 

Sears’ plan was hardly approved by Frank. The daring young ex- 
plorer proposed to venture into the cavern alone after dark, making 
himself up for a black by the use of some burnt cork, which he pos- | 
sessed among his effects. 
seemingly feasible one. 

** Why, I tell you,” he said, ‘‘that I can make up so that after 
dark you would not know me from a black.” 

‘** But you are not a giant,” said Frank; ‘ don’t forget that.” 

‘* That is true.” 

However, the daring young explorer was determined to carry out 
his scheme. 

He could at least gain some idea of the interior of the cavern, and 


glad to come to terms 
: 


perhaps learn the location of some other entrance or outlet. It was 


oe possible that he could learn something of the fate of Grace 
ardy. = 

So when theshades of night had settled thickly down, Sears pro- 
ceeded to make himself up. He stripped, save a breech clout, and 
blacked himself from head to foot. 

With a wig, and simulating the negro walk, he was in the gloom a 
genuine African. 
was made up. , 

The other voyagers heartily wished him success, 


slid into the gloom. 


It was a trick which really required more than an or¢inary amount _ ion 
There were many chanees against his — mn 


of nerve for him to execute. 
life. 


ture, so he did not think of faltering. ; 
He sidled along carefully until he reached the mouth of the cavern. — 
Then he slic into the inner shaduws, a 
As he did so he had a thrilling’experience. He came in full contact — 
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Into this doubtless the giants’ main body had passed. oP 
The Schooner could not very well force itg || 
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Just before mid- 
night the daring fellow slipped down from the Schooner’s deck and ‘eam 
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The idea was certainly a striking as well as ee 


Moreover, he looked taller and larger now that he 


He knew not but that his first step into the cavern might mean a te \ 3 
javelin through his body. But kis was a nature which craved adven- ) 


with a naked giant body. Fora moment Sears believed himself lost. _ 


But he heard only a guttural grunt like a curse and was hurled — i) 
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aside. 


| He knew then that.he had run into a giant and that his identi- 
ty had not beem suspected. ; . 

ay Bis The black was probably impatient at.what ke considered his fellow 
)  ~——sOWarrior’s stupidity. That was all. 

a At any rate, it was as close a call as he wished to experience, and he 
guided himself accordingly, He crept along close against the cavern 
Wall, 

He could hear forms moving about him ard sibilant whispers, and 
he knew that he was in the very midst of the foe. What more thril- 
ling situation could be imagined? as 

Discover would be death. Yet Sears’ nerves were steel. He leis- 
urely penetrated the cavern until he suddenly caught sight of a dis- 
tant light. 

it was a fire of fagots built in one of the cavern chambers, Sears 
—s WSS at ONCE interested. | 
es He crept nearer to the scene. L 
_ And therein the cavern chamber he saw the black women and 
children gathered. They were moving about and chattering in ape- 
like fashion. 

Sears ran his gaze over them and gave a thrilled start. 
- them was one rarely beautiful face, a pear] in a rude setting. 
ay It was Grace Hardy. Her face was very pale, but very lovely. The 

- black women moved about her, and did not seem to treat her un- 
kindly. 

Sears drew a deep breath. 

‘*Thank God, she is safe!” he muttered. 

And then: 
ae ‘‘Jove! Is she not beautiful?” 
me, The more he feasted his gaze apon the young girl the greater was 

_ the danger of his becoming spell-bound. His first impulse was to 
rush forward and effect her rescue. 

But the impracticability of this move now dawned upon him, and 
he recovered himself. He bethought himself of his present ridiculous 
attire, or rather lack of attire. 


\» So he contented himself with merely looking at the fair captive and 
- making a mental effort to effect her rescue. 
But no possible method suggested itself. He finally grew desper- 
ate. 
He even ventured nearer the thromg of women in the hopes that he 
could get word with Grace. In this he succeeded. | 
a By carefully edging his way along he managed to get in a spot just 
- back of tue young girl, And just at that moment a fortunate thing 
happened. | 
et By the merest chance she rose from her seat and sauntered to the 
other end of the chamber. 
a) None of the women paid any special heed to this movement, for 
there was no avenue of escape in that direction. 
But it brought her within easy speaking distance of Sears, The 
| +young explorer’s heart beat like a trip-hammer. 
+ _. Once Grace glanced in his direction. In the gloom she saw the out- 
- Jines of what seemed to her merely the form of one of the blacks, 
nothing more. But suddenly she saw this fellow make a peculiar 
gesture with his hand. / 
Instantly her attention was attracted and she was interested. What 
did it mean? Surely, this black was trying to communicate with her 
in the deaf and dumb language, 
el Too astonished for action, the young girl stared at the action of the 
| slender, black fellow. Then she involuntarily began to read the alpha- 
bet with which she was quite familiar. 
‘* T—am—a—tfriend,” she read. 
Then in a moment more: 
‘* Have no fear. Your father and friends are nearby to eflect your 
rescue.” 
Grace might have fainted, but she was a plucky girl and did not 
hesitate to make reply: 
**You give me hope. For this I thank you!” 
‘*] am glad to serve you. How can I get you safely out of here?’ 
**T know not.” 


Sears was by this time most intensely excited. He tried to think up 
a legion of plans for effecting the rescue of the young girl, but he was 
completely at a loss. 
At last, in despair, he realized that his friends aboard the Schooner 
would be anxious to know the result of bis expedition into the cavern. 
Also, they might be able to suggest a method by which the rescue 
could be effected. So he signaled the captive again, 
| ‘* You are safe here for the present?” 
___ #* Yes; these women are not unkind to me.” 
pt ‘¢ Then I will return to my companions and confer with them. Have 
_-—~—-« good courage; we shall rescue you.” 
pa ‘7 thank you.” 
ph he girl’s face had undergone a marvelous change. Young Sears 
hardly knew what made his veins tingle, or his heart beat so fast as 
_ he glided away, 


ay or 


_--____- Keeping deep in the shadows, he was soon in the outer cavern. The 
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= a _ easily to step by them, and was once more quickly in the outer air. 
He made a circuit of the open space and then at a proper mo- 
ment glided up to the Schooner. 

As he reached the rail he heard a low voice: 

‘*Ts that you, Sears?” 

“Tt is!” ‘ 

*‘Thank Heaven! I was afraid you would never come back!’ 

ron Yon know the story of the bad penny. Here I am!” 
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Over the rail he went and the next moment he was in the pilot house. sy 


He was warmly welcomed by the others. 


‘* Yes,” he said in response to various queries. ‘‘I have been into 


the cavern and—what will be good news to you, Mr. Hardy. Ihave ~ 


spoken with your daughter.” 
Hardy gave a wild scream and tottered forward. 
‘*Ig that true?’ he cried, ‘‘do not trifle with me!” 
‘*ft is true!” 


CHAPTER XII. 
THE END. 


THE overjoyed parent was for a moment too intoxicated with joy 


to speak. ~ 

Tnen he showered guestious upon the young scout. 

Sears answered them all to the best of his ability. 

‘* Yes,” he replied, ‘‘I found her unharmed and brave. She was 
surprised to find herself in communication with a friend. It is safe 
to say that she never dreamed of my being a white man.” 

‘* Which is a joke,” laughed Frank. ‘‘ You make a fine looking 
African, Sears.” | 

“Thank you!” 

‘‘ Begorra, the naygur here is jealous av yez!” declared Barney, 
with a grin. 

‘* Shut up yo’ head!” snapped Pomp, making a biff at the Celt. 

It was a happy hour. Though as yet Grace was a prisoner, and 
there was no logical plan as yet devised for her rescue, it was 
something to know that she was alive and unharmed, 

At once all set about devising the plan of rescue. For a time this 
was a mighty problem. 

Then Sears declared: 

‘* T have a theory.” | 

‘* Ah!” was the general exclamation. 

‘*T believe we have these fellows trapped. They are all packed in- 
to this cavern, men, women and children. There is I believe but this 
one outlet. It will not require many hours to force them to terms for 
they cannot find meaus of subsistence in that cavern.” 

There was silence for a moment. 

Then Frank said: 

‘Your plan then is to starve them out with a siege?” 

‘* ] see no better way.” 

‘‘ But Grace,” interposed Hardy; ‘‘ we shall be starving her too.” 

This was true enough. Yet how conld the strife be won in any other 
way? But at this very critical moment the change in affairs came. 

A cry came from Barney in the pilot-honse. 

cs Shure, Misther Frank, wud yez be afther comin’ up here,” lie 
cried. ’ 

Frank at once complied. 

Barney pointed toward the cavern. 

i Do yez see that, sor? Shure it’s my idea they want to speak 
wid us.” S 

In the mouth of the cavern stood a huge form of a giant black 
waving a torch. Frank at once picked up a lantern and stepped 
out on the deck, 

The torch bearer, finding his signal answered, came nearer. He 
held the torch up and made some guttural remarks, 

Frank of course could not understand these. But while he was 
wondering what they meant an explanation came. 
- The light of a dozen torches illuminated the cavern. In its mouth 
dir a number of the giants, And a great cry went up from 

ardy. 

In their midst there stood Grace Hardy, tall and beautiful. Her 
captors led her forward with many gesticulations. 

‘Did you ever!” cried Sears; ‘“‘they mean to surrender her!” 

‘‘Thank God!” cried the father. 

‘They have come to terms.” 

‘* Yes,” 

‘Accept their terms, Frank!” cried Sears; ‘tell them so with 
signs!” i 

Frank endeavored to do this. 
moment later Grace Hardy was in her father’s arms. f 

The blacks disappeared in the cavern. 
faith Frank at once started the machine away up the mountain side by 
aid of the search-light. 

It was a happy moment, 


In the excitement Sears had forgotten his personal appearance. He 


stood eageriy close by Hardy, who, after eflasively embracing his 
child, turned, and said: 

‘* And we owe much to Mr. Stanley Sears, this gentleman here, who 
spoke with you in the cavern.” i 

Grace turned and gave Sears a sweeping look. In that instant the 


The blacks seemed satisfied anda 


To assure them of his good ‘ 


explorer became conscious of his make up and realized that he was — 


hardly in presentable shape with his only garment, a breech clout. 
‘* Indeed!” said Grace, sweetly. ‘‘ I owe the gentleman much grat- 
itude for his words of cheer, and——” 


giant blacks were yet gathered there in the gloom, but he managed | ‘ But Sears gave one terrified gasp, and yelled: 


| 


‘Oh, I forgot! Pardon me!” and he fled from tHe cabin in wild 
confusion, 
Grace joined them. 

When Sears appeared shyly on the scene a while later, he was in the 
conventional white man’s garb, and as handsome a man as any young 
girl would care to meet. 3 . 

‘“T trast you will pardon my forgetfulness in appearing te you as I 
did, Miss Hardy,” he said bashfully. 
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ae ee Don't apologize,” she said ertily. 
in that horrible make-up for my sake, I surely caa afford to over- 


look it.” 


“That isa most gracious pardon, and comes froma generous 
heart,” said the young explorer gallantly. 
Grace blushed and sweetly protested. Whereat Sears of course fell 


into other graceful little gallantries; but of them we will not speak 


Slowly up the mountain side the Schooner crept. 

A short while later the pass was reached. From here, by means 
of many torches far below, the black giants could be seen filing out 
of the cavern. It was certain that they had abandoned the strife and 
were decamping for another part of the country. 

It was a grand victory for the white explorers. The Mountain of 
Ivory and the Black Valley were to be their-portion of the spoils. 

‘Tt hardly seems fair to take the ivory without paying them for it,” 
said Hardy, ‘it was their property, and to them a sacred monu- 
ment!’ 


‘* But what good was it to the world at large?” argued Sears, ‘‘it 
was doing them no good. It will be of use to the civilized world, and 
taking it “deprives them of what was practically of no value to then 
except in @ superstitious way.” 

“The ivory is part of the spoils of war!” said Frank. 

‘* Be jabers, they’d have moighty hard worruk to get it back now!” 
affirmed Barney; at which all laughed. 

The machine was not put through the pass that night. 

But when daybreak came the pass was made, and the Schooner was 
soon again in sight of the Mountain of Ivory. 

As the vehicle drew near, 1t was seen that Captain Gardner had al- 
ready begun work on the ivory. 

It was being sorted and sewed up in skins, and prepared for ship- 
ment to the coast. As the Schooner appeared much exeitement was 
created. 


Gardner and the others were, of course, delighted to learn of the 
success of the trip, and that Grace Hardy had been rescued, 

All came forward to congratulate her, and it was altogether a hap- 
py occasion. Then bright plans were laid for the future. 

Anthony Gardner and ais colleagues announced their intention of 
remaining in Africa until the ivory mine was exhausted. 

‘*T have taken a fancy to the climate,” declared the Yankee, ‘ and 
I like here first rate. I have already engaged Buludayo and his peo- 
ple for carriers to the coast. If you do not want to remain here, 
Hardy, go back to New York and manage that end of the business.” 

it Very well,” agreed Gerald Hardy, ‘* that will suit me perfectly 
we ” 

And so it was arranged that the party. with the excéption of Gard- 
ner and his men, should return to Libreville and sail for America, 


The main object of the expedition had been accomplished, and there 


was nothing now to remain in'Africa for. 

Hardy and his fair daughter Grace, were to be passengers aboard 
the Schooner. This wag a source of delight for the young explorer, 
Stanley Sears. 


His original plan had been to remain in African, but now, some- 
what singularly, business interests calied him back to America. 

He had grown sick of traveling, he declared, and was for settling 
down in a home of hisown. Frank Reale, Jr., listened with a smile. 

And even Barney and Pomp were dead onto the explorer. 
the coast was reached Sears knew his fate. 

They had encamped one lovely evening upon a beautiful tableland. 
The moon hung a disc of silver in the sky, and the tropical country 
was bathed in its sheen, 

At this witching hour, Sears chanced to come upon Grace Hardy, 
sitting upon an isolated rock, and enjoying the scene, Sears was a 
polished gentleman in any drawing room, but now he felt as awkward 
as a boar. 

‘‘ Pardon me,” he said, sinking down upon the sward near her, 
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fiOW TO COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS.—Containing valuable in- 
formation regarding the collecting and arranging of stamps and 
coins. Handsomely illustrated. Price 10 cents. For sale by all 
newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or sent free of poste 
age upon receipt of the price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 
34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York. Box 2730. 


HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Oontaining full instructions 
for constructing a window garden either in town or country, and 
the most approved methods for raising beautiful flowers at homo, 
The most 2omplete b.c. of the kind ever published. Price 10 cents, 
For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or 
sent to your address, pustage free, on receipt of price. Address 
a uneney, pubiisher, 34 and 36 ‘Nort Moore Street, New York. 
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HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.—Inciuding hints on how to trap 
Moles Weasels, Otter, Rats, Squirrels and Birds. Also how to cure 
Skins. Copiously illustrated. By J. Harrington Keene, Price 10 
cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, 
or sent tc your address, ape nas on receipt of price. Address 
Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 

©..9, Box 27 730. 
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A ‘bat may I crave the pleasure of Sharing with you this” enjoyable ae 


‘* You are very welcome, ” she replied, naively. ‘*I will not = 
you a share of anything so beautiful. Is it not charming?” bs 
‘* The effect is heightened by—” he choked and could say no more, | i % 
What fiend is it that tongue-ties a lover at the most critical point? a " 
‘¢ By the splendid moonlight, ” finished she. ‘‘ Ah, yes, it is grand, — 
Indeed, Iam afraid there ‘would be little visible of all this natural — 
scene of beauty were it not for the moon!” a 
He shot a covert glance at her. Was it satcaam? 
Then his cheeks burned as he repelled the thought. 
thing of which her sincere nature was capable. 
“TI didn’t mean that,” he stammered, ‘‘ that is——” 
‘Oh, perhaps you mean that it is the landscape which gives the 
moonlight its opportunity—” she began. ee 
“No!” he cried impulsively, ‘‘it is this whole scene which gives me_ “eat 
my opportunity. Ob, Miss ifardy, I——” . aay ve 
Then he became tongue-tied, a 
It was plain that Grace was now astonished. Ste leaned forward a ‘a 
trifle and said practically: ‘= 
‘* What are you talking about, Mr. Sears?” ae 
ie he came to say it Sears never knew, but he blurted forth: a - 
sé ou!” i “a 
The trim little figure straightened a bit. Everything swam about — i 
Sears. It was a long interval of silence; then the yee explorer ' ‘a 
heard a sound very like a little smothered laugh. pe 
Did he hear aright? This straightened him. Was she making a) 4 
laughing stock of him? Then she was silently making fan of him! 6 . 
He was instantly dignified. “ But a low, sweet voice, with a tinge of — 
merriment in it, said: ( 
‘« Did you mean that my presence here to-night, Mr. Sears, natn x 
ens the appearance of the landscape, the moon, or——” iy 
Sears sprang up. ing 4 
‘¢ What a,consummate fool I am!” he cried. ‘‘ You know my mean-— aa i: 
ing, Grace. Grace, fairest of the fair, I love you!” ie 
That settled the little romance. When all stood safely on the deck 
of the homeward bound ship once more, Stanley Sears plucked up a ae 
courage to ask Mr. Hardy for the hand ‘of bis daughter. They were — a 
to be married within six months of a safe arrival in New York. ee 
And that voyage home was a propitious one. But when the steamer | e \ 
had sighted Sandy Hook, all gathered on deck to behold once more» a 
with tears of j joy the shores of their native land. i i 
The great trip to the Black Zone had been a success. ‘a 
The mountain of ivory was sure tc make a mighty fortune for its 
owners. Nobody could deny this. But all were bound to admit that sg 
the great triumph was due wholly to one man, od y 
That was the true hero of the occasion, Frank Reade, Jr. The young ian 
inventor, by the construction of the Desert Schooner, had made pos- — ie 
sible the conquest of the black giants and the acquisition of the ivory — 
mountain. \ a t 
But Frank refused any share in tbe profits of the enterprise. ds 
‘*T went to Africa solely for sport and adventure,” he declared. a , 
ne have money enough for my needs and Care for no more. Ithank 
Ou. a 
And this settled it. But at the wedding of Stanley Sears and Grace — 
Hardy a few months later, Frank Reade, Jr., was the most honored 
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guest. aaa 
It was a happy occasion.. Among the gifts was a beautifuldiamond — i 
of many carats and fabulous worth sent by the dwarfs of Buludayo. 
It was found in the Black Valley. eae 

The ivory business proved a gola mine for its projectors for years. 
All returned from the Dark Continent very wealthy. With this state- 
ment let us take our leave of the me 

And Frank Reade, Jr., Barney and Pomp to-day reward their trip 
to the Black Zone as one of the most exciting experiences of their a 
career. a 


[THE END. ] a 
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FRANK TOUSEY’S UNITED STATES DISTANCE TABLES, POOKE® ~~ 
COMPANION, AND GUIDE.—Giving the official distances on allthe | 
railroads of the United States and Canada. Also, tables of distances _ 
by water to foreign ports, hack fares in the prineipal cities, reports of — 
the census, etc., ete., making it one of the most complete as handy a , 
books published. Price 10 cents. For sale by every new or s 
sent to your address, postage free, on receipt of the ela sa 


a oaeeys publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore street, New ork, Bos 


W TO PLAY GAMES.—A sori aiets and useful little book, cons 
taining the rules and regulations of Billiards, Bagatelle, Bagkgaiing » bid 
mon, Croquet, Dominoes, etc. Price 10 cents. For saleby all news: = 
dealers in the United States and C-rada, or sent to you~ add ia 
ae tage free, on receipt of price. Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 — ty a 

orth Moore street. New York. Box 2730. ae 


HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PARTY is the title of a very value 
abie little book just published. A complete compendium of games, i \ itn 
sports, card diversions, comic recreations, etc., suitable for parlor: 
drawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the money tana 
any book published. Sold by all newsdealers, or send 10, cents to 
Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore street, New York, — 
and receive it by return mail, post paid. Ta 
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Napoleon’s Oraculum and Dream Book. 


__ ontaining the great oracle of human destiny; also the 
pee true meaning of almost any kind of dreams, togetber with 
ea rms, ceremonies, and curious games of cards. A com- 


‘plete book, Price 10 cents. 
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No. 2. 
HOW TO DO TRICKS. 
The great book of magi: snd card tricks, containin li 
fnstruction of all the leading card tricks otf the det fas 
the most popular magical illusions as performed by our 
ing magicians; every boy sbould obtain a copy, as it 
amuse and instruct. Price 10 cents. 





No. 3- 
HOW ''O FLIRT. 

The arts and wiles of flirtation are fully explained by this 
little book. Besides the various metbods of handkerchief. 
we fan, gree. paren. window and hat flirtations, it contains 
_ #full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which 

kt is interesting to everybody, both old and young. You can- 
f. ‘a be happy without one. Price 10 cents. 
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oa HOW TO DANCE 

Is the title of a new and handsome little book just issued 
by Frank Tousey. It contains full instructions in the art 
of dancing, rae in thé ball-room and at parties, how 
to and full directions for calling off in all popuiar 


square dances. ‘I'he price is 10 cents. 








No. 5. 
; HOW TO MAKE LOVE.} 


. A complete guide to love, courtship and marriage, siving 
z Sensible advice, rules and. etiquette to be observed, wit 
ow y oe and inter-sting things not generally known, 
A cen 





No. 6. 
HOW TO BECOME AN ATHLETE. 


Giving full instruction for the use of dumb-bells, Indian 

‘ elubs, paraliel bars, horizontal bars and various other 
meth of developing a good, healthy muscle; containi 
over sixty illustrations. Every boy can become strong a 

G aealeny y following the instructions contained in the 

tle book. Price 10 cents. 





i's HOW TO KEEP BIRDS. 

E Handsomely illustrated, and contai:ing full instructions 

a for the management and training of the canary, mocking- 

pera poner blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc., etc. Price 
cen 
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HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST. 


& useful and instructive book, giving a complete treatise 
on chemistry; also, experiments in acoustics, mechanics, 

. mathematics, chemistry, and directions for making fire- 
works, colored fires, and gas balloons. This book cannot 
be equaled. Price 10 cents. 


HOW TO BECOME A’ VENTRILOQUIST. 


By Harry Kennedy, The secret given away. Every intelli- 
gent boy reading this book of instructions, by a practical 
oer (delighting multitodes every night with his won- 

erful imitations), can master the art, and create any 
amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the greatest 
book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 
Price 10 cente. 








No. 10. 
HOW-TO BOX. 
e art of self-defense made easy. Containing over thirty 
, ustrations of rds, blows and the different positions of 
4 @ good boxer. Kveny boy should obtain one of these useful 
F and instructive books, as it will teach you how to box with- 
os .@utaninstructor. Price 10 cents. 





HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS. 


A most complete little book. containing full directions for 
writing love-letters, and wben to use them; also giving 
specimen letters for both young and old. Price 10 cents. 





BA No. (2. i 
. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO CADIES. 
ry Giving complete instructions for writing letters to ladies 
on sil subjecis; also. letters of introduction, notes and re- 
quests. rice 10 cents. 





No. 13. 
flow to Do It; or, Book of Etiquette. 


{i ts & great life secret, and one that every young man de- 
sires to know all about. Send 10 cents and get it. There’s 
happiness in it. 


iy No. 14. 


‘| HOW TO MAKE CANDY. 


a & complete hand-book for making all kinds of candy, ice- 
Ge @ream, syrups, essences, etc., etc, Price 10 centa, 





Box 2730, 





No. 15. 
HOW TO BECOME RICH. 
This wonderful book presents you with the example and 
life experience of some of the most notéd and wealthy men 
in the world, including the sel.-made men of our country. 
The book is edited by one of the most successful men of 
the present age, whose own example is in itself guide 
enough for those who aspire to fame and money, The 
book will give you the secret, Price 10 cents. 





HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN. 


Containing full instructions fer constructing a winaow 
garden either in town or country, and the most approved 
methods for raising beautiful flowers at home. ‘he most 
complete book of the kind ever published. Price 10 ceuts. 








No. 17. 
HOW 'TO DRESS, 
Containing full instruction in the art of dressing gud ap- 
pearing well at home and abroad, giving the selections of 


colors, material, and how to have them made up. Price 10 
cents. 





No. 18. 
HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL. 


One of the brightest and most valuable little books ever 

iven to the world. Everybody wishes to know how to 
cannes beautiful, both male and female, The secret is 
simple, and almost costless. Read this book and be con- 
vinced how to become beautiful. Price 10 cents. 


No, 19. 
FRANK TOUSEY’S 


United States Distance Tables, Pocket Com- 
panion and Guide. 


Giving [the official distances on all the railroads of the 
United States and Uanada, Also, table of distances by 
water to foreign ports, hack fares in the princips! citiex 
reports of the census, etc., etc., making it one of tne most 
complete and handy ks published. Price 10 cents. 





No. 20. 
How to Entertain an Evening Party. 


A very valuable little boo. just published. A complete 
compendium of games, spexts, card-diversions, comic 
recreations, etc., suitable for parler or drawing-room en- 
tertainment. It contains more for the money than any 
book published. Price 10 cents. 





No. 21. 
HOW TO HUNT AND FISH. 
The most complete hunting and fishing guide ever pub- 
lished. It contains full instructions about guns, hunting 
dogs, traps, trapping and fishing, together with descrip- 
tiens of game and fish. Price 10 cents. 





No. 22. 
HOW TO DO SECOND SIGHT. 


Heller’s second sight explained by his former assistant, 
Fred Hunt, Jr. xplaining how the secret dialogues were 
carried on between the magician and the boy on the stage; 
also giving all the codes and oiggals. 


The only authentic 
explanation of second sight. 


rice 10 cents. 





No. 23. 
HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS. 


Everybody dreams, from the little child to the aged man 
and woman. This httle book gives the explanation to all 
kinds of dreams, together with lucky and unlucky day 
ae Napoleon's Oraculum,” the book of fate. Price 
cen 





No. 24. 
HOW TO WRITE LEDTERS TO GENTLE- 


Containing full directions for writing to gentlemen on all 
“pe ; also giving sample letters for instruction. Price 
cen 


~~ 





No. 25. 
HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST. 


NMontaining full instructions for all kinds of gymnastic 
sports and athletic exercises. Embracing thirtg-five illus- 
trations. By Professor W. Macdonald. A handg and use- 
ful book. Price 10 cents. 


No. 26. 
HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT. 


Fully illustrated. Every boy should know how to row and 
saiia boat. Fall instructions are given in this little book, 
together with instructions on swimming and riding, Com- 
panion sports to boating. “rice 10 cents, 


No. 27. p 
HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI- 
TATIONS. 








OContainin 
Dutch dialect, Frenc 
oe together with many standard 
cen 


the most popular selections in use, comprising 
h ‘dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect 
readings. Price 10 


No. 28. 
HOW TO TELL FORTUNES. 
Every one is desirous of knowing what his future life will 
bring forth, whether happiness or misery, wealth or pow 
erty. You can tell by a glance at this iitthe book. Buy 
and be convinced. Tell your own fortane. Tell the 
unes of your friends. Price 19 cents. 


i 





No. 29. 
HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR. 


Every boy should know how inventions originate. 
book explains them all, giving examples in electricity, 
draulics, magnetism, optics, pneumatics, mechanics, ete., 
etc. Te mo*t instructive book published. Price 10 centa. 


a8 





No. 30. 
HOW TO COOK. 
One of the most instructive books on cooking ever pub- 
lished. It contains recipes for cooking meats, fish, game. 
and oysters; also nies, puidin cakes and ali kinds of 
pastry, and a grand collection of fécipes by one of our most 
popular cooks. Only 10 cents per copy. 





No. 3l. 
HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER. 


Containing fourteen illustrations, giving the different 
sitions requisite to become a good speaker, reader and 
slocutienist Also containing gems from all the po 
authors of prose and poetry, drranged in the most simple 
and concise manner possible. Price 10 cents. 





, Noe 32. 
HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE. 


Handsomely illustrated, and containing fall directions fer 
mounting, siding and managing a bicycle, fully e 
with practical illustrations; also directions for picking ou 


amachine. Price 10 cents. 





No. 33. 
HOW TO BEHAVE. 
Soars the rules and etiquette of good society and 
easiest and most approved methods of appearing te 
advantage at parties, balis, the theater, chureh, and im the 
drawing room. Price 10 cents. 





No, 34. f 
HOW TO FENCE. 
Containing full instruction for fencing and the 
broadsword; also instruction in archery. 
twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best 
in fencing. A cumplete book. Price 10 cents. 


REE 





No. 35. 
HOW TO PLAY GAMES. 
A complete and useful little book, containing the enile@ 
kgammon, 


and regulations of billiards, bagatelle, CZ & 
quet, dominoes, etc. Price 10 cents. 


No. 36. 
HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS. 


Containing all the leading conundrums of the day, amusing 
riddles, odsions catches and witty sayings. Price @ cents, 








No. 37. 
HOW TO KEEP HOUSE. 


Jt contains information for everybody, boys, gis, mes 
and women; it will teach you how to make almcat anything 
around the house, such as parlor ornaments, brackets, 
coments, weolian harps, and bird lime for catohiag birds, 
Price 10 cents. 





A wonderful book, containing useful and practical infor: 
mation in the treatment of ordinaw diseases and ailmenté 
commor to every family. Aboun ling in useful and effect. 
ive recipes for general complaints Price 10 cenée. 





No. 39. 
How to Raise Dogs, Poultry, Pigeons and 
Rabi. te ee 


A useful and instructive book. Handsomely illustrated. 
By Ira Drofraw. rice 10 cents. 





No. 40. 
HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS. 


Including hints on how to catch Moles, Weasels, Otter, 
Rats, Squirrels and Birds. Also how to cure Skins. Om 
aeeany illustrated. By J. Harrington Keene. Price if 
cen . 


v 





No. 41. 
The Boys of New York End Men’s Joke Book. 


Contamming a great variety of the fatest jokes used by the 
most famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete 
without this wonderful little book. Price 10 cents. 





No, 42. . 
The Boys of New York Stump Speaker. 


Can in aried some tmoas of Stump Speeches, N: 
Pee aa Irish. Aliso End Men’s jokes. Fast the thing 
for home amusement and amateur shows. Price 10 certs. 


For sale by all newsdealers, or sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price Address 


FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street, New York, 
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“Latest Issues of 7, 
THE 5 CENT 


COMIC LIBRARY, 


e As Old Bey; or, Maloney After Education, 
by Tom Teaser 

75 Tumbling Tim; or, Traveling With a Circus, 
by Peter Pad 
by Tom ‘Teaser 


= 


76 J tides Oleary" s Country Court, 


77 Jack Ready’s School Scrapes, b; Peter Pad 
78 Muldoon, the Solid Man, by Tom Teaser 
79 Joe Junk, the Whaler; or, Anywhere for un, 

by Peter Pad 
£0 The Deacon’s Son; or, The Imp of oe Te 

oy. Tom ‘l'easer 
81 Behind the Scenes; or, Qut With a New York 


Combination. by Peter Pad 
82 The Funny Four, by Peter Pad 
83 Muldoon’s Base Ball Olub, by ‘tom T easer 
84 Muldoon’s Base Ball Club in Boston, by Torn ‘Teaser 
8 A Bad ig or, Hard to Crack, by ‘'om Teaser 
86 Sam; or, he Troublesome Poundling: 
by Peter Pad 
87 Muldoon’s Base Ball Club in Philadelphia, 
by ‘tom Teaser 
88 Jimmy Grimes; or, Sharp, Smart and dene: 
y Tom Teaser 
89 Little Tommy Bounce; Ae Something Luke His 
Dad, by Peter Pad 
90 Muldoon’s Picnic, y Tom ‘Teaser 
91 Little Tommy Bounce on His Travels; ‘or, Doing 
America for Fun, 3 Peter Pad 
92 he esaneren DON or, Sam Bowser at Work and 
by Peter Pad 
93 Next Sor: or, The Irish Twins, by ‘I'om 'l'easer 
94 The Aldermen Sweeneys of New York, 


by Tom ‘Teaser 
9 A Bad Boy’s Note Book, by ** Ed” 
96 A Bad Boy at School, “*eia’’ 


97 Jimmy Grimes, Jr.; or, the see the Vil- 


lage, Tom Teaser 
98 “om pind Jim; Rackets and Scrapes at 
99 The Book Agent’s Luck, 


by Tom ‘Teaser 
by * Bid ?? 
100 Muldoon’s Boarding House, by Tom Teaser 
101 Muldoon’s Brother Dan, by Tom '‘l'easer 
102 The T'raveling Dude: or, The Comical Advent- 
ures of Clarence Fitz Roy Jones, by ‘Tom Teaser 
103 Senator Muldoon, by ‘'om Teaser 
104 The pore 8° Minstrels; or, Working ithe Saine 
Old Rackets, Phen Peter Pad 
105 The Comical "Adventures of Two Dudes, - 
by Tom Teaser 


106 Muldoon, the Cop. Part I by Tom Teaser 
107 Muldoon, the Cop. Part Ii. by ‘l'om ‘Teaser 
108 Billy Moss; or, From One Thing to Another, 
by Tom Teaser 
109 Truthful Jack; or, On Board the Nancy Jane, 
by ‘fom Teaser 
110 Fred Fresh; or, As Green as Grass, by: l'on Teaser 
lll The Deacon’s Boy; or, ‘the Worst in ‘l'own, 
by Peter Pad 


or, The Deac- 
by Peter Pad 
113 Jim, Jack and Jim; or, Three Hard Nuts to 
Orack, by ‘om l'easer 
114 Smart & Co., the Boy Peddlers, by Peter Pad 
115 The Two Boy Ciowns; or, A Summer With a 
Circus, by Tom Teaser 
116 Benny Bounce; or, A Block of the old hip. 
by Peter Pad 
117 Yeung Diek Plunket; or, The Trials and Tribu- 
lations of Kbenezer Crow by Sam Smiley 
118 Muldoon in Ireland; or, he Solid Man on the 
Old Sod, by 'l'om ‘Teasér 
119 Muideon’s Grocery Store. Part I, ee Tom VTesser 
120 Muldoon’s Grocery Store. Part If, by Tom Teaser 
121 go Bright; or, A Boy of Business and un. 
art I, by Tom ‘Teaser 
122 Bob bright; or, A Boy of Business ond Fan. 
art Lil, by rom ‘Teaser 
123 Muldoon? s Trip Around the World. Part I 
by Tom Teaser 
124 Muldoon’s Trip Around the World. Part II, 


by Tom Teaser 
125 Muldoon's Hotel. Part I. by Tom Teasér 
126 Muldoon s Hotel. Part II, by Tom Teaser 
127 Maldoon’s Uhristinas, y Tom Teaser 
128 The Shortys’ Christmas Rackets, by Peter Pad 

129 Sam Smaart, Jr.; or, Following in the Footsteps 
of His Dud. Part I. by Peter Pad 

130 ae ao Jr,; or, Following in the Footsteps 
His Dad. ‘Part II by oe Pad 

131 Three . Us; or, Husthing for meonie: apd Fu 


or, 


112 Johnny Brown & Oo. at School; 
on’s Boy at His Old Tricks, , 


Pa by Tom Teaser 
132 Three of Us; or, Hustling for Boodle and Fun 
Part IT. by Tom Teaced 
133 Out For Fun; or Six Months With a Show, 
vy Peter Pad 
134 Dick Duck, the Boss of the Town, by '!l'om Teaser 


135 The Sbortys Doing Europe; or, On a Grand 
Tour for Fun. Part I, by Sam Smiley 

136 The Shortys Doing Kurope; or, On a Grand 
Tour for Fun. Part IT, by Shn Smiley 

137 Aunt Maria; or, She Thought She Sead It All, 
by San Smiley 

138 Muldoon In Chicago; or, The Solid Man at the 
World’s Fair, y l'om Teaser 

139 Cousin Harry: or, An English Boy in "Kiation 
Part by Sam Smiley 

140 Cousin Harry; or, An English Boy in America, 
Part IL. by Sam Smiley 

141 A New Tommy Bounce; or, The Worst of the 
Lot. Part I. by Sam Smiley 

42 A New Yommy Bounce; or, The Worst of the 
Lot. Part IT. by Sam Smiley 

143 Stump; or, * Little, But, Oh, My!” Part I 


by Peter Pad 
144 Stump; or, “* Little, But, Oh, My!” Part LT. 
by Peter Pad 
145 Shoo-Fly; or, Nobody’s Moke. art L. 
Y g my Tom Teaser 
146 Shoo- Fly; or, Nobody’s Moke. Part 
y Tom Teaser 
147 Chips and Ohin Chin, the Two Orplians. Part 
-. by Peter Pad 


148 Chips and Chin Chin, the Two Orphans. Part 
Il. by Peter Pad 


a . S. = . ] of 


pee 


é Pit a de we Ph 


any u 
mete 7 


A “Ebtest tienes of o 


By ‘“* Noname.” 


Price 5 Cents. 


No. 


91 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search For a Lost Manin His Lat- 
est Air Wonder. 
92 Frank Reade, Jr., In Central India; or, The Search 
For the Lost Savants. 
93 any. Missing Island ; or; Frank Reade Jr.’s Wonderful 
Trip Under th ea. 
94 Over the Andes ith, Frank Reade, Jr., in His New 
Air-Ship; or, Wild Adventures in Peru 
95 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwind; or, The Mystery 
of the Hidden Canyon. 
96 Under the Yellow Sea; or. Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search 
ah the Cave of Pearls With His New Submarine 
ruiser. 
97 Around the Horizon for ''en Thousand Miles; or, 
Frank Reade, Jr.’s Wonderful Trip With His Air- 


Ship 

98 Bice Keade, Jr.’s “Sky Scraper;’”’ or, North and 
South Around the World. 

99 Under the Equator from Ecuador to Borneo; or, Frank — 
Reade, Jr.’s Greatest Submarine Voyage. 

100 From Ooast to Coast; or, Frank Reade Jr.” ‘8 Trip 
Across Africa in His Electric Boomerang.”’ 

101 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Car; or, Outwit- 
ting a Des erate ‘Gang 

102 Lost i in the ountains ef the Moon; or, Frank Reade, 
Jr. s Great Trip With His New Air-Ship, the 

103 100 Miles Below the Surface of the Sea; or, The Mar- 
velons I'rip of Frank Reade, Jr.'s “ Hard-Shell ” 
Submarine Boat. 

104 Abandoned in Alaska; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Thrill- 
ing Search for a Lost Gold Olaim With His New 
New Hlectric Wagon. 

105 Around the Arctic Circle: or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s 
Most Famous T'rip With His Air-Ship, the “ Orbit.” 

106 Under lour Oceans; or, rank Reade, Jr.’s Submar- 
ine Chase of a “ Sea Devil.” 

107 From the Nile to the Niger; or, Frank Reade, Jr, 
1.ost in the Sondan With His ‘‘ Overland Omnibus. r 

108 The Chase of a Comet; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Most 
flue Trip With’ His New Air-Ship the 
iJ as 

109 Lost in the Great Undertow; or, Frank Reade, Jr.'s 
Submarine Oruise in the Gulf Stream. 

110 From Tropic to Tropic; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Latest 
Tour With His Bicycle Oar. 

111 To the End of the Earth in an Air-Ship; or, Frank 
Reade, Jr.’s Great Mid-Air Flight. 

112 The Underground Sea; or. Frank Reade, Jr.’s Subter- 
ranean Cruise in His Submarine Boat. 

113 The Mysterious Mirage; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Desert 
Bearon for a Secret City with His New Overland 


114 The Electric Island; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for 
the Greatest Wonder on Earth With His Air-Ship, 
the “* Flight.’’ 

115 For Six Weeks Buried in a Deep Sea Cave; 
Frank Reade, Jr.’s Great Sabmarine Search. 

116 'T ze ceateon: s Gold; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Deep Sea 

earc 

117 Across Australia With Frank Reade, Jr, In His New 

Wonderful Adventures in the 


or, 


Electric Car; or, 
Antipodes. 
118 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Greatest Flying Machine; or, 


Fighting the Terror of the Coast. 

119 On the Great Meridian With Frank Reade, Jr., In His 
New OT or, A ‘l'wenty-live Thousand Mile 
Trip im Mid-Air 

120 Under the Indian. Ocean With Frank Reade, Jr.; or, 
A Cruise in a Submarine Boat. 

121 Astray in the ies ss or, The Wild Experiences of 
Frank Reade, Barney and Pomp, in South 
America With ee ‘Blectric Cab 

122 Lost in a Comet’s Tail; or, Frank Reade, Jr.'s Strange 
Adventure With His New Air-Ship. 

123 Six Sunken Pirates; or, Frank Reade. Jr.’s Marvelous 
Adventures in the Deep Sea. 

124 Beyond the Gold Coast; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Over- 
land Trip With His Electric Phaeton. 

125 Latitude 90°: or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Most Wonderful 
Mid-Air Flight. 

126 Afloat in a Sunken Forest; or, With Frank Reade, 
Jr, ona Submarine Oruise. 

127 Across the Desert of Fire; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s 
Marvelous Trip toa Strange Country 

128 Over Two Continents; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Long 
Distance Flight With His New Air-Ship 

129 The Coral Labyrinth; or, Lost With Frank Reade, Jr., 
in a Deep Sea Cave. 

180 Along the Orinoco; or, With Frank Reade, Jr., in 
Venezuela. 


131 aoe the Earth: or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Latest Trip 


His New Air-Ship. 

132 1, 000 “Hathonte Deep; or, With Frauk Reade, Jr., in 
the Sea of Gold. 

133 The Island in the Air; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Trip to 
the Tropics. 

134 by the Wild Man’s Land: or, With Frank Reade, Jr., 

n the Heart of Australia. 

135 The Sunken Isthmus; or, With Frank Reade, Jr., in 
the Yucatan Channel With His New Submarine 
Yacht the ** Sea Diver.” 

136 The Lost Caravan: or, Frank Reade, Jr., on the 
Staked Plains With His “ Electric Racer.” 

137 The Transient Lake; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Adven- 
tures ina Mysterious Country With His" Rew Air- 
Ship, the ‘* Spectre.’ 

138 The Weird Island: or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Strange 
Submarine Search for a Deep Sea Wonder. 

139 The Abandoned Country; or, Frank Reade, Jr., Ex- 
ploring a New Continent. 

140 oer xe the Steppes; or, Adrift in Asia With Frank 

r. 

141 The fonkiawds Sea; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Under- 
\Water Cruise. 

142 In the Black Zone; or. Frank Reade, Jr.’s Quest for 
the Mountain of Ivory. 
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By the author of ‘“‘ Young Sleuth.” 


Price 


No. 

80 Young Sleuth and Billy the Kid Number Two; or, The 
Hidden Ranch of the Panbandie. 

81 Young Sleuth’s Master Stroke; or, The Lady Detec- 


tive’s Many Masks. 
82 Peer ST in a Mask; or, Young Sleuth at the French 


83 Young Sleuth in Paris; or, The Keen Detective and 
the Bomb-Throwers. 

84 Young Sleuth and the Italian Brigands: or, The Keen 
Detective’s Greatest Rescue. 

85 Young Sleuth and a Dead Man’s Secret; or, The Mes- 
sage in the Handle ot a Dagger. j 

86 Young Sleuth Decoyed; or, The Woman of Fire. 

87 Young Sleuth and the Runaway Circus Boys; or, Fol-. 
lowing a Pair of Wild New York Lads. 

88 Young pees at Atlantic City; or, The Great Seaside 


yster: 
89 Young Sleuth, the Detective in Chicago; or, Unravel- 


ing a Mystery. 

90 The Man in the Safe; or, Young Sleuth as a Bank 
Detective. 

91 Young Sleuth and the Phantom Detective; Theor, 
Trail of the Dead. 


92 Young Sleuth and the Girl in the Mask; or, The Lady 
Monte Cristo of Baltimore. 
93 ee Sleuth and the Corsican Knife-Thrower; or, 
The Mystery of the Murdered Actress. 
94 Young Sleuth and the Cashier's Orime; or, The Evi- 
dence of a Dead Witness. 
95 Young ene in the oils; or, The Death Traps of 
ew Yor 
96 zonne en Sleuth and the Miser's Ghost; or, “A Hunt For 
Money. 
97 Young Sleuth as a Dead Game Sport; or, The Keen 
Detectives Ruse for $10,000. 
98 Foune Slee a the Gypsies’ Gold; or, The Package 
arke 
99 Young Sleuth and Policy Pete, the Sharper King; or, 
The Keen Detective’s Lottery Game. 
100 Young Sleuth in the Sewers of New York; or, Keen 
Work from Broadway to the Bowery. 


101 Young Sleuth and the Mad Beil Ringer; or, The | 


Secret of the Old Church ower. 
102 Youngs a. Unknown; or, The Man who Came 


ind. 

103 Young Sleuth’s Great Swamp Search; or, The Miss- 
Girl of Everglade. 

104 Young Sleuth and the Mad Doctor; or, The Seven 
Poisoned Powders. 

105 Young Sleuth’s Big Bluff; or, Simple Sallie’s Mission. 

106 Young Sleuth’s Great Contract; or, The Keen De- 
tective’s Double Game. 

107 Young Sleuth’s Night Watch; or, J he Keen Detective 
Guarding Millions. 

108 Young Sleuth‘*and the Mystery of the Dark Room: 
or, Tlie Crime of the Photograph Gallery. 

109° Young Sleuth and the Gold dhip Robbery; or, Beat~ 
ing Bold Crooks on an Ocean Steamer. 


110 Young Sleuth and the Great Mine Mystery; or, Mur-. 


dered Under Ground. 

lll Young Sleuth and the Runaway Heiress; or, A Girl 
Worth Millions Ainong Desperate Crooks. 

112 Young Sleuth and the Haunted Mill; or, The Phan- 
tom Mystery of Dark Dell. 

113 Young Sleuth and aoe Millionaire Tramp; or, Dia- 
monds Under Ra 

114 Young Sleuth an “the Masked Batber of Atlantic 
City; or, The Mystery of a Crime of the Surf. 

115 Young Sleuth and the Mad Artist; or, The Crime of 
the Stu 

116 Young Sleuth’s Best Find; or, The Secret of the Iron 


est. 

117 Young Sleuth’s dang Ferret; or, The Keen Detect- 
ive’s Beautiful S py: 

118 Young Sleuth and a Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing; or, 
Unmasking the Prince of Impostors. 

119 Young Sleuth’s Boy Pupil; or, The Keen Detective’s 
Street Boy Pard. 

Sleuth and oe Sidewalk Prince; or, Neck to 
Neck With Hidden Foes. 

121 Young Sleuth and the Mysterious Model; or, The 
Secret of a Murdered Artist. 

122 Young Sleuth and the Lady Physician; or, The Mys- 
tery of the Poisoned Cup. 

123 Young Sleuth and the ‘Actor’ s Strange Crime; or,/The 
Murder Before the Foottights. 

124 Young Sleuth and the Madhouse Mystery; or, The 
Mystic Sign of 7. 

125 Young Sleuth and the Mystery of th eu on the 
Marsh: or, The Indian Doctor’s Dark 


126 Young Sleuth and the Female Snake Ohetniee: Or, . 


The Handcuffed Man of the Iron Room, 

127 Young Sleuth and the 'I'win Newsbo 
of the Green Goods Men Outwitted. 

128 Young Sleuth and Lost Mr. Medway; or, the Hand 
Upon the Quicksand. 

129 Young Sleuth and the Copper Mine Mystery; or, The 
Detective’s Underground Clew 

130 Young Sleuth and the Slaves of ¢ the Silver Dagger; or, 
The Mystery of the New Aladdin 

131 Young Sleuth and the Lad Diamond Sharp; or, Des- 
perate Play for Priceless Jewels. 

132 Young Sleuth and the Broadway Window Smasher; or, 
The Diamond Thief’s Last Haul. 

133 Teong © Sleuth and the Boy Fence of the Bowery; or, 
Old Moll’s Game for Gold. 


; or, The Queen 


134 Young Sleuth and the Fatal Postage Stamp; or, Mur- - 


ered by Mail... 

135 Young Sleuth and the Fire ne Orook; or, The 
Keen Detective’s Battle in Mid A 

136 Young Sleuth and the Midnight "Moteahines: or, 
The Trail of the Mountain League. 

137 Young Sleuth and the Man in the Gray Coat; or, The 
Mystery of a Murder Without a Motive. 

138 Young Sleuth and the Boy Baseball Captain; or, 
Happy Harry’s Great Home Run. 

139 Young Sleuth and the Camping Out Clab; or, The 
Mystery of Green Woods Oamp. 

140 Young Sleuth and the Boy Circus Rider; or, Baffling 
a Poor Lad's Foes, 


All the above libraries are for sale by all newsdealers in the United Se and Canada, or sent to your address, post-paid, on receipt 


of price. Address 


P. 0. Box 2730. 


FRANK TOUSKY, Publisher, 84 & 86 North Moore Street, New York. 
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Van Reaile [itirary Yous etcige Lae 


5 Cents. ‘ 





